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MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Dear Parents - Please support our German School!
As mentioned before we are looking for donations to make up for a
shortfall in funding from the German government. Your contribution
would be greatly appreciated and earns you charitable tax credits!
It's easy to donate - just click on the below link and it will take you to
our donations platform Zeffy.

Vielen Lieben Dank!

Please click this button to make a donation. We thank you for your
support!

MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL

Liebe Eltern, dear parents,
Spring is in full swing and we’ll hopefully see more sunny days in the coming
weeks and months. The beautiful spring colours outside will surely help to lift
our spirits and put a new spring in our step.
At the same time, they also mark the fast approaching end of our school year,
which will culminate in a very special event: our online year-end and
anniversary celebration on May 31! Mark your calendars!
30 years ago, in April 1992, shortly after the school’s foundation in February
1992, the very first German classes took place. They were 8 weeks long and
catered to about 30 students in 3 classes.
Look how far we have come since then! This certainly calls for a celebration.
While our A1/A2 students prepared for their evaluations, DSD I exams were
completed, and we are now excitedly waiting to hear back from the
authorities in Germany about the results. Those came in unexpectedly early
for our DSD II graduates, and I am extremely happy to announce that all
candidates have passed their DSD II exams! A big round of applause and an
even bigger ‘Thank You’ for persevering through all those years to Alice,
Hannah, Kaya-Annika, Lea and Lila!

“The more that you read, the more things you’ll know. The more that you
learn, the more places you’ll go.”, says Dr. Seuss, and in that same spirit, our
grade 3 and 4 students prepared for their Reading Competition. At the same
time, students of all grades and levels were encouraged to take reading
quizzes in Antolin and to continue to collect points until our annual Antolin
competition closed down which was on May 15th. Winners will be announced
at the year-end celebration.
Happy spring,
Ute Steves
VWGS Principal

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
The Vancouver Westside German School has provided exceptional education
to students in our K-12 classes since 1992.
30 years this year!
Over the last 30 years we have maintained a deep commitment to our
students to promote the German language and culture. Our school focuses on
our children to give them the tools to successfully complete multiple levels up
to and including DSD I and DSD II exams.
I would like to congratulate all the students who have worked so hard to
achieve and surpass their class requirements!
I thank our Teachers, Administrator and our Principal for giving our Students
the tools that allow them to achieve the next level in our educational system.
Our school prides itself in delivering exceptional education and that is proven
by the amount of DSD II students that graduate from our School.
As you know, our School is largely funded by a grant that is provided by the
Federal Republic of Germany. Due to challenges brought on by COVID, this
grant has significantly dropped, complicating the normal operation of our
school.
We are still reaching out to our community and our membership for
donations. We have dedicated a donation button on our website for donations.
Larger donations shall receive a tax receipt.
I would like to thank all those people and companies that have financially
donated to our school. Those donations will help ease the financial burden
that we are facing.
Thank you for your support and understanding.
Steven Seewald
President

VWGS

UPCOMING EVENTS AT OUR SCHOOL

Virtual year-end celebration on May 31st, 2022
We are happy to invite you to this year's virtual year-end celebration, which
will take place on Tuesday, May 31st, from 5-6 pm and will be for Junior
and Senior students combined. A few of our classes will be presenting their
own contribution to the event and you can be excited to find out what they
hold in store for us. We can assure you that everyone will have a great time.
Other than the student contributions, we will also look back and recap the
school year, announce the Antolin winners, and present the Schülerzeitung
and year-end video.
To join the celebration, please use the following Zoom link:
Topic: VWGS Year-End Celebration
Time: May 31, 2022 05:00 PM Pacific Time (US and Canada)
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us06web.zoom.us
/j/84422161664?pwd=YVg0UDhJQmFuZEZ2V2NNYWg2aFpTZz09
Meeting ID: 844 2216 1664
Passcode: N46mEG

Registration for next school year opening soon
The registration for the upcoming school year 2022/23 will open in June. We
will send you a separate email as soon as we know the exact registration
opening date so you can sign up your child/ren as early as possible and thus
help us make planning easier. We are looking forward to welcoming you and
your child/ren as part of our German language community again next school
year.

Book return dates and locations
As the school year is drawing to a close, it is soon going to be time to return
all of your child/ren's books that are property of VWGS. Please note that work
books do not have to be returned but course books do (you will find a VWGS
sticker or stamp on all books that are property of the school).

Here are the times and dates of this year's book return:
- Prince of Wales Secondary School (curbside): Wednesday, June 8th,
5:00-6:30 PM
- Trout Lake Community Centre (parking lot): Wednesday, June 15th,
5:30-7:00 PM

PAST EVENTS

Carnival competition
A big Thank you to everyone who participated in our carnival competition in
March. We received many spectacular entries, such as pictures of self-made
costumes, comics or self-written stories. Thank you once again. All winners of
the competition were notified by email and received gift cards.

Reading competition
Some of our students participated in a reading competition, hosted by VWGS
together with Natascha Daiminger of the German Consulate General
Vancouver. The students first read a familiar text from their favorite book,
next they had to read an unfamiliar text aloud. The winners of the
competition won books and gift cards. Congratulations to the winners!

DSD I exams/A2 evaluations

MEET OUR STUDENTS

DaZ Senior 1 - Teacher: Emil Safrasbekjan

Hi and welcome to DaZ Senior 1!
Our class is a very open-minded and experimental composition. Currently, the
class is split into two small groups so we can focus more on advanced

subjects and exercises. Motivation, working spirit, and productivity are the
three main values we try to achieve with each session.
We use a range of textbooks, assignment sheets, and the online quiz platform
Kahoot to work with and follow a more "traditional" way of learning. However,
games and projects were indeed a big part of the first half of the school year.
Right now, the focus of our short sessions is to enhance speaking and
reading.

DaZ Senior 2 - Teacher: Hannah Pine & Katrina von Salzen

The DaZ Senior 2 class consists of a wonderful mix of characters and German
backgrounds. Every class session we share stories of our week with each
other, starting fun conversations about food and holidays, which often end in
laughter. We have been working with the original Gebrüder Grimm Märchen
for a few months now. Dissecting the stories, analyzing morals and marveling
at the differences to the now commonly known versions. What brings us
together is the common ground we keep discovering between us, not only
during our discussions, but also with the use of our coursebook and the
characters' struggles and desires.

DaZ/DaF Senior 3 - Teacher: Nadya Schewvzyk

DaZ/DaF Senior 4 - Teacher: Andrea Dahlmann-Resing

DaF Senior 4 + DaZ Senior 4 = ?
We set ourselves this little arithmetic task at the beginning of the school year
- the interim result was "DaFZ Senior 4", but in the end it was clear: this
class is a DaZ class!
To be more precise, these are Sophia, Dexter, Avia, Jonas, Kira, Stefan and
Morten, who have mastered the preparations for the German Language
Diploma 1 almost completely online this year - hats off for persevering! From
time to time we took a breather and the class could demonstrate their
creative writing skills, as you can read here.
Thanks for everything - stay tuned, stay healthy and keep your joy in the
language! :)

DaZ Senior 5A - Teacher: Dorothee Leesing

The DaZ Senior 5A has eight students (age 13-15) who engage in a broad
range of topics in order to maintain and improve their already very good
command of the German language as a “German as a second language”
speaker. Our classes usually consist of a variety of the following four parts:
revising grammar topics important for the DSDII exam in the following year
and keeping up with general sentence patterns. Discussing, analyzing and
thinking through current topics, such as Bundestagswahl, Karneval or the
school system.
We usually have a book project, where we strive to understand the historical
and social implications represented in the book. Currently, we are reading
“Der Gelbe Vogel” by Myron Levoy. In order to understand the topic of the
Holocaust and struggles of forced migration in more depth, we were fortunate
to participate in a workshop by the Holocaust Centre in Vancouver in February
2022. No senior year goes by without participating in the annual ZfA Video
contest, and we are looking forward to handing in our contributions for this
year’s topic: “Kaufen und Konsum”. Make sure to also check out our creative
writing project “Abenteuerspielbuch”, a “Choose your own adventure” style
text puzzle, which we created for the VWGS 30 year anniversary!

DaZ Senior 5B - Teacher: Solveig Stoebe

My 5B Seniors are a lovely bunch of young adults who are eager to learn
German. We meet every Wednesday for 2 hours and 15min with a little break
to shaken off the legs. We talk about whats happening in the world, more
specifically in Germany and Canada, learn different grammatical terms and

just finishing up our school project what is a digital diary with prompts for
every day to get inspired, aligned with some nice scribbles. These sentences
will give you the chance to reflect on some good questions on a life of a
teenager/young adult, hope you’ll like it. I hope that gave you sense of what
we do.

DaF Senior A2, Teacher: Tanmay Joshi

A relatively big group of 11 students, all of whom are super creative and have
amazing skills like drawing, painting, baking, sports, theatre, etc. We like to
hang out in Breakout rooms, chat in the break, and play online games,
besides learning German. We look out for each other and make sure that
everyone feels a part of the class and have a super friendly vibe when it
comes to group activities.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Baby news
VWGS congratulates our former teacher Hannah Pine on the
birth of her daughter Lilly Pine. We could not be more thrilled
for her. We wish the very best of luck to Hannah as she starts
this new chapter in her life!

Summer camps canceled
Due to the German government shortening the funding for our school, this
years' summer camps unfortunately had to be canceled. We hope to be able
to offer our popular summer camps again next year.

SCHWARZES BRETT

Book and DVD donation
If you are interested in a donation of German children's book and DVDs,
please reach out to our administrator (orga@vwgs.org) so she can get you
in touch with parents looking to gift German books. The donation includes
Harry Potter, Tabaluga and the Sandmännchen, to name a few.

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER

For detailed information, please visit our School Calendar. This is a great
opportunity to see and check what's going on at VWGS.
May 31st, 2022: Virtual year-end celebration Junior and Senior students
September 13th, 2022: Start of Junior classes
September 14th, 2022: Start of Senior classes

KEEP UP THE GERMAN

Here is a selection of useful links:
Sophie und Paul entdecken Europa - Two pen pals discover Europe
together. The PDF includes many valuable materials to discover interesting
facts about Europe.
DAAD's “Coffee Connections” podcast - conversations with students and
senior scholars about their experiences living, studying and researching in

Germany
Weltkinderzeitung - A newspaper from children of the world for children of
the world
Deutschland.Kennen.Lernen - Discover Germany and learn German!
Experience exciting Augmented Reality (AR) features with the free Germany
app and many interactive exercises
Meister Eder und sein Pumuckl - 16 free episodes of the "Hörspiel" classics
for kids age 5 and up
Lingo macht MINT - DaF materials for listening, reading and quizzes; learn
German with MINT (STEM-subjects)
Vitaminde.de - The digital version of the German language learning
magazine Vitamin de with worksheets, audio files and more
Montessori - colouring pages for children
Austrian for beginners

- Learn about the Austrian dialect and discover

funny words in this YouTube video
Lesejule - Learning material for reading and writing for the little ones
Grundschulkönig - Fables, fairy tales and blanks, level A1 and up
Kahoot - Free quiz tool for e-learning
Ticket to Berlin - Accompany 6 German learners who travel across
Germany; includes exercises on vocabulary, grammar and regional knowledge
Onilo - Animated children's books with competence-oriented teaching
material
ARD Kinderprogramm - TV, books, radio and more for children age 3 and
older
ARD Kinderfilme & -dokus - movies and documentaries for children
ZDF tivi - the German TV station's broadcast for children
Deutsche Welle - learn German with Deutsche Welle (different levels
offered)
Step into German - a great variety of videos, music, podcasts, and
worksheets (Goethe-Institut)
Averting psychological consequences of Corona

- 3-minute video for

children aged 6-12
Pixi Wissen TV - videos to gain knowledge in different areas
Eduthek - school supplies for different ages
Diercke - The famous world atlas
Duden Learnattack - Duden's learning portal for students from 4th grade to
high school
4Kids Learning Videos - videos for young children to learn the alphabet,
numbers, astronomy, flags or professions
GEOlino Podcast - "Together against Corona" provides an overview of the
topic along with further information
Kids at home 2020 - Audio and children's songs, videos, handicraft, and live
concerts to combat boredom
KiKaNinchen - App with which children can immerse themselves in the
lovingly crafted world of snippets

BR Kinder - bedtime stories and news for children
Schlaudino - worksheets for printout, level A1 and up
Coloring pages - many different designs, calendars, quizzes
lernox - a great collection of DaF and Daz materials, different levels
Einfach vorlesen - stories to read aloud
Learn German with worksheets or a German music blog
Visit the zoo from home - watch elephants, koalas, panda, penguins and
more live on your screen. Simply click on "Videos and cams".
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