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MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

The Board of Directors would like to thank our DSD I and DSD II
Graduates on their success! Did you know that the
VWGS sponsorship by the Federal Republic of Germany is solely
dependent on the annual number of our DSD student Graduates?
Because of a lower number of DSD II Graduates, VWGS has received
significantly less funding than in previous years - this is why we need
your help.

Now it's your turn - Let's support our school! Please read this letter
from our Board asking for your support or donate here:

Please click this button to make a donation. We thank you for your
support!

MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL

Liebe Eltern, dear parents,
I hope you had a great start into 2022! With the month of February upon us,
it is time for the first newsletter of the year.
Did you know that…
… the word ‘February’ comes from the Latin word februa, which means “to
cleanse”. The month was named after the Roman Februalia, which was a
month-long festival of purification and atonement that took place this time of
year.
… February was originally the last month of the year in the Roman calendar,
and this is also the reason why it is shorter than all the other months (the
Roman calendar only had 355 days at that time).
[www.almanac.com]
One of our many beloved traditions at VWGS is our carnival celebration,
which would have taken place this month but will have to be replaced by a
virtual carnival competition once again. We’ll step it up a notch though and
are asking all of you to get creative! (see details below). In many regions of

Germany, Austria and Switzerland, people celebrate Fasching, Karneval,
Fastnacht or Mardi Gras, and celebrations vary widely from region to region
(check out https://www.german-way.com/history-and-culture/holidays-andcelebrations/fasching-and-karneval/ to learn more and get inspired).
On the more serious side of things, our DSD II exams have concluded with
truly amazing oral presentations featuring controversial topics such as genetic
engineering, facial recognition technology and vegetarianism/veganism, just
to name a few. Only one more month until the DSD I exams kick off, and in
roughly two months from now (dates TBD), A1 and A2 evaluations will take
place.
Stay healthy and safe out there, and please stay tuned for upcoming events
and news about our school on our website (Don’t miss out on the 30th
anniversary class projects!, see announcement below), Facebook or Twitter.
Helau und Alaaf,
Ute Steves
VWGS Principal

UPCOMING EVENTS AT OUR SCHOOL

Carnival celebration and competition
February is the month in which traditionally the main events of the Carnival
season occur. Our classes will celebrate this festival in the privacy of their
classes this year. Hopefully, next year we will be able to host our traditional
Faschingsdisko with lots of carnival-specific music, costumes, dancing, and
Krapfen again. To encourage you and your family to engage in the carnival
spirit nonetheless, we are holding a carnival competition with fabulous
prizes. The motto of this competition is "Creative carnival ideas" and there
will be a separate task for our Junior and Senior classes. We ask our Junior
students to send us pictures of their creative and self-made Carnivalspecific costumes. It is also possible to send in a video of our students
telling a joke, singing a song, or pictures of baking a Berliner, or such
Carnival-related activities. Our Senior students are invited to write a
creative Carnival story in a digital format. The story could be presented in
a video, a comic, or a story board to name a few. The most creative and
original contributions will have the chance to win one of the 3 Junior or Senior
class prizes ($50, $35, $15 in gift certificates). Please send your entries for

the competition to orga@vwgs.org. The deadline for sending in your
contributions is February 27th, 2022.

DSD I exam
The written portion of the DSD I exam will take place on March 9th, 2022,
followed by the oral parts on April 6th/7th. Detailed information was sent out
via email.

30 years Vancouver Westside German school - 30 projects
The year 2022 is a very special year for our school as our school was founded
exactly 30 years ago. To celebrate this special occasion, our classes and the
school have started to create 30 unique projects which will soon be published
on our website. With new projects being completed throughout the following
months, there will always be a reason for you to check back and see what our
students have prepared to celebrate our 30-year anniversary. Our students'
projects will include songs, videos and quizzes and we will also host a blog on
which you can send us your own Happy birthday wishes. More details on our
30-year-celebration will follow shortly.

PAST EVENTS

Secret Santa gifts for our teachers
We want to express our thanks and gratitude to everyone who donated
money for our Secret Santa teacher appreciation. We were overwhelmed by
the response and happy to be able to recognize the continuous hard work our
teachers are doing in supporting our students' education. Our teachers
received chocolate gift boxes from Thomas Haas Chocolates. Thank you again
for making this lovely Christmas surprise possible!

Christmas letters to the German-Canadian Care Home
Like last year, some of our classes sent self-made Christmas cards to the
German-Canadian Care Home, a tradition we established in cooperation with
the care home's Outreach Coordinator, Waltraud Custer. Thank you to
everyone who put in the effort to do their little part to ensure the care home
residents had a little joy in those difficult times due to the on-going Covid

restrictions in place.

Parent-teacher meetings
Our parent-teacher meetings on January 25th and 26th, 2022 were very well
received and the parents got a chance to talk to their children’s teacher oneon-one.

Vancouver Holocaust Education Centre Workshop
Some of our older students had the chance to attend a workshop led by the
Vancouver Holocaust Education Centre this month. The Centre is an acclaimed
teaching museum devoted to Holocaust-based anti-racism education which
engages 25,000 students and teachers annually and promotes human rights,
social justice and genocide awareness through education and commemoration
of the Holocaust. We asked our students to write a report about their
experiences, some of which we hope to be able to share with you in a future
newsletter edition.

MEET OUR STUDENTS

DaZ Junior 2, teacher: Andrea Dahlmann-Resing

Welcome to DaZ Junior 2! Some fun facts about our class this year:
We are two groups but one class, meeting weekly online
Almost half of our 11 students speak 3+ languages fluently
Precisely all of our 11 students speak creative self-expression fluently
Our appetite for speaking & reading German is only eclipsed by our love of
food (our artwork might give you a taste)
Our current focus in our Trainingsbuch Deutsch is creative writing
And in the end everyone gets eaten by a shark or so :-)

DaF Junior 2, teacher: Tanmay Joshi

Welcome to class DaF Junior 2!
We are a super interesting group of clever, beautiful and creative people, and
we love German songs. We try to sing at least one song every week. Playing
German games and doing homework regularly comes equally easy for us. We
come to class with our pets and they learn German with us. Sitting at one
place is nearly impossible for us, and we love movement through German.

DaZ Junior 3 & 4, teacher: Emil Safrasbekjan

Hi, and welcome to our class!
DaZ Junior 3 & 4 is a mixed class composed of 3rd and 4th graders. We might
be a mixed group, but we put a lot of value into respecting each other, unity
and putting quality time into learning the German language as a class
together. As a trait off, exercises are being adjusted according to the level.

Fun games, beneficial videos and texts, as well as creative and interesting
group projects and presentations are a big part of our class actives besides
the textbooks. Everyone is contributing to our all-class atmosphere and
chemistry. Our most current project are individual book presentations, which
allows every child to present their desired book to the class.

DaF Junior 3/4, teacher: Katrina von Salzen

Hallo!
We are the split Junior DaF 3/4 class. Our group is composed of students
aged 8 - 11 from both DaF 3 and DaF 4. We are learning together at the A1
level. We find ourselves online again, but have learned to adjust to the new
style of classroom and have even embraced the benefits of online learning,
such as the ability to use more technology in the class to play games and to
learn. It certainly hasn't stopped us from making new friends and having fun
together. Online platforms such as Kahoot are one of the ways we love
learning vocabulary through fun. The Junior DaF 3/4 Class is embracing and
interacting with the German language diligently and enthusiastically!

SCHWARZES BRETT

Looking for host family in Vancouver / exchange with Berlin,
Germany
A family from Berlin, Germany is looking for an exchange partner for their
daughter Elisabeth (14 years old) who would like to go to Vancouver in about
1 1/2 years when she will start 10th grade. Elisabeth enjoys playing tennis,
likes music and movies and is in charge of her school's Technik-AG.
If you are interested in an exchange, please contact orga@vwgs.org and we

will get you in touch with the family.

A family is looking for a host family for their son (no exchange)
Another family from Berlin, Germany, will be doing a sabbatical in Canada,
starting summer 2022. They would like for their youngest son (14 years old,
turning 15 in September, then 9th grade) to attend a Canadian school for half
a year while they will be traveling. For this reason they are looking for a host
family with whom their son can stay for the duration of 6 months (costs will
be covered by the family from Germany). Ideal would be a family with
younger host-siblings as the son is very social and always wanted to not be
the youngest in the family. If interested, please contact orga@vwgs.org so
we can get you in touch with the family.

VWGS teacher looking for apartment
One of our teachers is in urgent need for a new place to stay, starting March
1st, 2022. Ideally, she is looking for an affordable 1-bedroom apartment or
studio, preferably in North Vancouver or East Vancouver. If you know of
anything, please contact us at orga@vwgs.org and we will get you in touch
with the teacher.

Please click on this button if you would like us to post something
on our "Schwarzes Brett" in the next newsletter edition

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

DAAD's "Study and Go Abroad" Virtual Education Fair
DAAD Canada will once again be on hand at the Study and Go Abroad Virtual
Education Fair taking place on Friday, February 25th and Saturday,
February 26th from 11 am to 5 pm EST each day.
This event is geared towards students at universities or high schools
interested in learning more about study programs at universities or
professional schools or even gap year activities.
DAAD will be found at the "Study in Germany" booth where we will be joined
by representatives of the University of Cologne, one of Europe's oldest and

largest universities.
Come to learn more about what German universities have to offer, scholarship
& grant opportunities, how to apply and get answers to all your questions.
This event is free of charge and open to all.
For full details and to register, visit:
https://www.studyandgoabroad.com/virtual-education-fair/

Languages Build Video Contest
Language learners across Canada are invited to create a video that shares
how learning an additional language has helped “build” aspects of their
identities, personalities, or societies. Enter the Languages Build Video Contest
for the chance to win prizes and have your video featured by CASLT. The
contest is open from January 12 - March 11, 2022. The winning entry will
receive $250.
More information is available here.

PASCH-seminar "Studying in Germany" (DAAD)
On March 17th, 2022, DAAD will provide information on studying in Germany
via the PASCH-net seminars for students. For more information and
registration please check the following link.

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER

For detailed information, please visit our School Calendar. This is a great
opportunity to see and check what's going on at VWGS.
February 27th, 2022: Deadline for submissions for our Carnival
competition
March 9th, 2022: Written portion of the DSD I exam
March 14th to 25th, 2022: Spring break
April 6th/7th, 2022: Oral portion of the DSD I exam

COMMUNITY EVENTS

Science Talk by Vancouver German Consulate: Artificial Intelligence
– Opportunities and Risks / News from the World of Science
The Consulate General of Germany in Vancouver cordially invites you to this
year’s virtual Science Talk, which will take place on Friday, February 18, 2022,
from 10 AM to 12 PM PST. Topics will include artificial intelligence, medicine
and the environment.
Join the Science Talk by following this link https://opendiplo.webex.com
/opendiplo-en/j.php?MTID=m7cc44bfb278488750f9fd2febc318292
(password: d7bBHUvW3$6).
More information, such as the detailed program of the event, is provided
here.

“Difficult Women” – Free Online Series by the Goethe-Institut
Toronto
The films in this series challenge the systems that bind women and celebrate
women’s achievements as they strive for equal rights and agency over their
pasts and futures. The series title is taken from anthropologist Jane Goodall’s
appropriation of the derogatory term “difficult women”: “It actually doesn’t
take much to be considered a difficult woman. That’s why there are so many
of us.” Accessible for free across Canada from January 13th to February 24th,
2022. More information is available here.

20 on 2020: 10 Canadian and 10 German Authors On a Year Like No
Other
Simon & Schuster Canada and the German Embassy Ottawa, in collaboration
with the Goethe-Institut Montreal and the Canadian Embassy Berlin, have
brought together 10 Canadian authors and 10 German authors to reflect upon
their experiences and present their observations about the unforgettable year
of 2020. The mix of French- and English-language essays in this e-book
creates a contemporary literary dialogue between Canada and Germany on
and off the pages, and showcases a diverse range of writers who
contextualize our collective cultural, social, personal, and political experiences
during a truly seismic year.
More information and free download here.

Goethe-Institut Toronto German courses

Beat back the winter, COVID blues and learn some German! Goethe-Institut
Toronto offers some new classes starting at various dates, so take a look and
register for one of those fantastic online courses, taught by teachers who
really know their stuff.

KEEP UP THE GERMAN

Here is a selection of useful links:
DAAD's “Coffee Connections” podcast - conversations with students and
senior scholars about their experiences living, studying and researching in
Germany
Weltkinderzeitung - A newspaper from children of the world for children of
the world
Deutschland.Kennen.Lernen - Discover Germany and learn German!
Experience exciting Augmented Reality (AR) features with the free Germany
app and many interactive exercises
Meister Eder und sein Pumuckl - 16 free episodes of the "Hörspiel" classics
for kids age 5 and up
Lingo macht MINT - DaF materials for listening, reading and quizzes; learn
German with MINT (STEM-subjects)
Vitaminde.de - The digital version of the German language learning
magazine Vitamin de with worksheets, audio files and more
Montessori - colouring pages for children
Austrian for beginners

- Learn about the Austrian dialect and discover

funny words in this YouTube video
Lesejule - Learning material for reading and writing for the little ones
Grundschulkönig - Fables, fairy tales and blanks, level A1 and up
Kahoot - Free quiz tool for e-learning
Ticket to Berlin - Accompany 6 German learners who travel across
Germany; includes exercises on vocabulary, grammar and regional knowledge
Onilo - Animated children's books with competence-oriented teaching
material
ARD Kinderprogramm - TV, books, radio and more for children age 3 and
older
ARD Kinderfilme & -dokus - movies and documentaries for children
ZDF tivi - the German TV station's broadcast for children
Deutsche Welle - learn German with Deutsche Welle (different levels
offered)
Step into German - a great variety of videos, music, podcasts, and
worksheets (Goethe-Institut)

Averting psychological consequences of Corona

- 3-minute video for

children aged 6-12
Pixi Wissen TV - videos to gain knowledge in different areas
Eduthek - school supplies for different ages
Diercke - The famous world atlas
Duden Learnattack - Duden's learning portal for students from 4th grade to
high school
4Kids Learning Videos - videos for young children to learn the alphabet,
numbers, astronomy, flags or professions
GEOlino Podcast - "Together against Corona" provides an overview of the
topic along with further information
Kids at home 2020 - Audio and children's songs, videos, handicraft, and live
concerts to combat boredom
KiKaNinchen - App with which children can immerse themselves in the
lovingly crafted world of snippets
BR Kinder - bedtime stories and news for children
Schlaudino - worksheets for printout, level A1 and up
Coloring pages - many different designs, calendars, quizzes
lernox - a great collection of DaF and Daz materials, different levels
Einfach vorlesen - stories to read aloud
Learn German with worksheets or a German music blog
Visit the zoo from home - watch elephants, koalas, panda, penguins and
more live on your screen. Simply click on "Videos and cams".
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