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Liebe Eltern, dear parents,
The first term of the school year went by in a flash, and it was marked by
many highlights, like the Paschtopia Competition at the beginning of
November, where two of our Senior student teams ranked among the top 6
out of 53 teams from 20 schools in North America.
Or our in-person classes’ beautiful lantern parades, a much-anticipated event
after almost two years of online instruction. After having presented their
lanterns in the school neighbourhood or a nearby park, students enjoyed a
cup of hot cocoa and a traditional German Weckmann.
You should also have seen the wonderful pictures and videos that we received
for our lantern/Weckmann competition. Those great contributions made it
almost impossible for the jury to come to a decision.
This week, our Junior students are looking forward to a visit by the Nikolaus,
whereas our three A2 classes will be partaking in a Spelling Bee organized by
the German Consulate Vancouver on their last day of class next week. Good
luck to all participants!
Please note that the school will be closed from December 20th to January
3rd.
On behalf of VWGS staff and management, I would like to wish you and your
families Happy Holidays and a healthy start into the New Year 2022!
Frohe Feiertage und alles Gute für 2022,
Ute Steves
VWGS Principal

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

Liebe Eltern und Schüler - Dear Parents and Students:

I am extremely pleased to have the privilege to be able
to serve on the VWGS Board of Directors as President
for this second term. With my 24 years of engineering
and business expertise, I continue to bring insight to
the Board.
I would like to thank Kerstin Holzmueller, Melanie
Scarth, and Aileen Mischker for joining the Board this year, and bringing a
vast amount of expertise with them. I also thank all our accomplished sitting
board members for their time and expertise.
I am pleased to announce that the VWGS has expanded to North Vancouver
where we were able to organize in person teaching, while our Vancouver
Campus has remained online and is still maintaining the educational
standards mandated by the Government of Germany.
This year 2021 has turned out to be a very different year than we expected.
Although the Board reacted quickly and dynamically to the COVID-19
pandemic, necessary funding from the Federal Republic of Germany was
significantly decreased due to our diminishing DSD II graduates. Our School
is largely funded by a grant that is provided by the Federal Republic of
Germany (FRG). Without this grant, our school would be prohibitively
expensive to operate. The condition of this grant is to have a minimum of 6
DSD II students successfully complete the exam every year. As you can
imagine with COVID looming and online classes, it has been difficult to keep
students engaged to successfully complete the challenging DSD II exam.
Regrettably, our DSD II graduations have dropped below the FRG’s
requirements and thus the FRG greatly reduced our funding, putting the
school in peril. We are currently seeking corporate donations to help fund the
school and provide scholarships to students. Corporate donations can soon be
made on our website or anytime through our email donations@vwgs.org.
Thankfully, with the expert support of our dedicated Principal, Administrator,
and our hard-working teachers, we will prevail in providing our students with
a superior German education. Thank you to our VWGS families that have
entrusted us to educate your children, not only with German language but
also in tradition and culture. Thank you for the warm welcome, support, and
patience as we navigate through these challenging times.

I look forward to continue working with and for you in the years to come. Wir
wünschen euch ein gesundes und sicheres Weihnachten und glückliches
Neues Jahr. We wish you a healthy and safe Christmas season and a Happy
New Year.
Vielen Dank,
Steven Seewald, AScT, CRSP, EP, PTech, P.L.Eng
President

Now it's your turn - The Board of Directors would like to congratulate our
DSD I and DSD II Graduates on their success! Did you know that the
VWGS sponsorship by the Federal Republic of Germany is solely dependent
on the annual number of our DSD student Graduates?

UPCOMING EVENTS AT OUR SCHOOL

December 11th at 10 AM: Virtual storytelling with Katharina Ritter
Organized in cooperation with Goethe Institute Toronto, VWGS will offer
virtual storytelling sessions for all junior classes, for children from
kindergarten to grade 4.
Munich-based professional storyteller Katharina Ritter will be visiting our
school on Zoom! She regularly tours in Germany and around the world with a
repertoire of stories borrowed and tales of her own. After commercial training
she ended up in the film industry, working there for over ten years till 1998,
when she finally discovered another form of "filmmaking": storytelling - that
theater of the mind.
Katharina has published five books and numerous audio picture books, and
also developed audio guides and narrative series for museums. For more
information, please visit her homepage at
http://www.geschichtenerzaehlerin.de
Topic: Storytelling - Katharina Ritter
Time: Dec 11, 2021 10:00 AM Pacific Time (US and Canada)
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us06web.zoom.us
/j/87960965601?pwd=Sno0dTc2UnZWTEpndkFBTkhhOUFMdz09
Meeting ID: 879 6096 5601

Passcode: X1EzPr

December 15th: Virtual Spelling Bee
On December 15th, VWGS will host a Virtual Spelling Bee
(Buchstabierwettbewerb) in cooperation with the German Consulate General.
Participating classes are DaF Senior A2 / DaZ Senior 1 / DaZ Senior 2. The
best students will win a prize. We wish our students good luck and happy
spelling!

December 14th/15th/16th: Last day of school before the Christmas
break
This year, there will be no joint Christmas celebration. All classes will
celebrate the last day of school individually. We hope to be able to all
celebrate together in-person again next year.
First day of school in 2022 will be January 4th (Junior classes), January 5th
(Senior classes) and January 6th (one of our NV classes). Enjoy the holidays!

January 25th/26th: Parent-teacher meetings
Junior classes:
Tuesday, January 25th, 4:15 pm to 6:30 pm
Senior classes:
Wednesday, January 26th, 4:30 pm to 6:45 pm
Please note: Your teacher will send you an individual email detailing sign-up
procedures to receive a time slot for a meeting. You will not receive a written
evaluation on your child's progress. (Only students in exam classes will
receive a report card.) Also, on the day of the parent-teacher meetings, there
will be no regular class.

PAST EVENTS

St. Martin's Day competition
A big "Thank you" to everyone who sent in contributions to our St. Martin's

Day competition this year! We received many beautiful pictures and videos of
lantern designs and of our students partaking in lantern processions.
Moreover, we were delighted to see that many parents encouraged their
children to bake a Weckmann at home, celebrating and establishing the
traditions typical for St. Martin's Day. Please have a look at some of the
amazing entries our students turned in for this year's competition.

The annual St. Nikolaus visit at VWGS
This week, St. Nikolaus paid a visit to our online classes via Zoom. In our inperson classes, he secretly came by during class time and left some presents
and a personal letter for our youngest students. To thank St. Nikolaus for all
his good deeds, our students had prepared a special surprise for him, for
example a handicraft, or they sang a song or they drew pictures, to name a
few. As every year, Nikolaus was extremely happy and expressed his thank
and gratitude to our students. In a note to school management he later

shared his excitement and promised to return next year.

Our teachers at conferences
Not only do our teachers make sure that our students
have an amazing learning experience at VWGS, they
also attend and even present at conferences. At these
conferences they are trained on various topics, e.g. on
how to incorporate specific teaching tools for online
learning. Our teacher Antje Mahintorabi presented an
interactive workshop and shared her experiences on teaching younger kids
via Zoom at this years' BCCTG conference which she was thanked for by our
principal.

MEET OUR STUDENTS

DaF K-1 NV, teacher: Astrid Damberg

We are a diverse group of students aged 5 to 7 years and
are very happy to be able to learn German together.
Together, we work out texts and chapters in the Jana and
Dino book and diligently learn new words. We enjoy learning
through play the most. Whether singing together or doing
handicrafts, playing memory or role-playing games, we
always find a creative way to apply or deepen our
understanding of what we have learned from the book. We
love to learn about the traditions from Germany, such as the lantern parade,
Advent or St. Nikolaus Day. We are a lively and curious group and we have a
lot of fun together.

DaZ 1/2 NV, teacher: Nina Lange

Our group is small, but there are many different
personalities! All children understand German well and are
increasingly making progress in reading and writing. We talk
a lot about different topics. Every week there are minipresentations with new vocabulary, games, movement
games, handicrafts and a short story at the end of the class.
The goal of every lesson is always that the children have fun
and success while learning!

DaF Junior, teacher: Antje Mahintorabi

Hello, we are DaF Junior and we are a MAL class! MAL is
short for "Music and Language". This year the VWGS started
a new project funded by Germany to get our youngsters
excited about the German language. And as you can already
imagine, music and instruments play a big role. Piano,
guitar, and rhythm instruments are used. Every lesson is
accompanied by German children's songs to deepen the
vocabulary. Movement games, puppet shows, painting,
crafting, and storytelling are also on the agenda. We have a lot of fun
exploring everything new and lessons sometimes happen under the table.
And who would have thought that you could even play hopscotch perfectly in
the classroom. The absolute highlight so far, however, was the St. Martin's
walk. Homemade lanterns, a pile of leaves that was even big enough for two
classes and hot cocoa with Weckmännern. Learning and experiencing German
is fun!

DaZ Junior/DaZ Junior 1, teacher: Miriam Giordani

Our class is one of two that takes place as an in-person class
in Vancouver. It's a mixed class of Kindergarten and first

grade students and it's really nice to see how the children
work together and help each other. At the moment we are
working with the numbers 1 to 20, learning to write them
correctly and to count up and down. The older children read
their first little words.

SCHWARZES BRETT - MESSAGE BOARD

Looking to sell various German books, games, CDs, etc.
- Ergobag "Schulranzen" plus backpack ($35); for more information check
out https://www.ergobag.com/en/
- Tiptoi game "Die geheimnisvolle Maske" ($5), Tiptoi pen ($5 each), Tiptoi
books ($5 each); for more information check out
https://www.ravensburger.de/entdecken/ravensburger-marken/tiptoi
/index.html#Konzept
- by donation:
Variety of German children books
Variety of German games
Variety of German CD's
German adult books
"Geburtstagsraupe"
If you are interested in one or more items, please contact Annabelle via
e-mail (devos.annabelle@gmail.com) or text (604-445-9523).

#1: Looking for tutor teaching German
We received the following request: "I’m interested in weekly German lessons

for myself and my two children. They are 13 years old and 16 years old. They
have had German lessons in the past. Their father is German. I’m very good
with languages but have never had German lessons only French. Would like to
do in person if possible. We live in Horseshoe Bay but would be wiling to
consider online tutoring as well. We are available every other week on
Monday, Tuesday or Wednesday after 3:30pm until 7pm or anytime
weekends."
If interested, please contact orga@vwgs.org.

#2: Looking for tutor teaching German
A student in our DaZ Senior 2 class (6th grade, 11 years old, level A2) is
looking for a tutor. Ideally lessons will be once a week and on Fridays at
around 5 PM. The student primarily needs to practice vocabulary and
speaking in German.
If interested, please contact orga@vwgs.org.

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER

For detailed information, please visit our School Calendar. This is a great
opportunity to see and check what's going on at VWGS.
December 14th, 2021: Last day of class for our Junior students
December 15th, 2021: Last day of class for our Senior students
January 4th, 2022: First day of class for our Junior students after
Christmas break
January 5th, 2022: First day of class for our Senior students after
Christmas break
January 25th, 2022: Parent-teacher meeting Junior classes
January 26th, 2022: Parent-teacher meeting Senior classes

COMMUNITY EVENTS

Write a letter to the ‘Weihnachtsmann’/the ‘Christkind’
Write your Christmas wishes in a letter to Santa Claus or the Christkind and

get a personal answer back in time for Christmas. For many years now,
Deutsche Post has supported seven Weihnachtspostfilialen all over Germany.
There, the mail from thousands of children from Germany and abroad is
collected, read and answered.
Find out more information at: https://www.deutschepost.de
/de/w/weihnachtspost/weihnachtsmann-christkind.html

Christmas 2021 at St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, Vancouver
St. Mark's Lutheran church will offer German services in their church on
December 24th / 25th and at the end of the year.
December 24th:
3:30 p.m. - Christvesper (reservation and proof of vaccination required, live
stream is available)
6:30 p.m. - Christmas vesper with choir (reservation required)
December 25th:
9:30 a.m. - German church service on Christmas Day (reservation required)

Looking for German recipes for Christmas cooking and baking?
Here you can find some classical German Christmas dishes (like potato salad,
Sauerbraten, Stollen or duck) and the recipes needed to cook/bake along.

KEEP UP THE GERMAN

Here is a selection of useful links:
Weltkinderzeitung - A newspaper from children of the world for children of
the world
Deutschland.Kennen.Lernen - Discover Germany and learn German!
Experience exciting Augmented Reality (AR) features with the free Germany
app and many interactive exercises
Meister Eder und sein Pumuckl - 16 free episodes of the "Hörspiel" classics
for kids age 5 and up
Lingo macht MINT - DaF materials for listening, reading and quizzes; learn
German with MINT (STEM-subjects)
Vitaminde.de - The digital version of the German language learning

magazine Vitamin de with worksheets, audio files and more
Montessori - colouring pages for children
Austrian for beginners

- Learn about the Austrian dialect and discover

funny words in this YouTube video
Lesejule - Learning material for reading and writing for the little ones
Grundschulkönig - Fables, fairy tales and blanks, level A1 and up
Kahoot - Free quiz tool for e-learning
Ticket to Berlin - Accompany 6 German learners who travel across
Germany; includes exercises on vocabulary, grammar and regional knowledge
Onilo - Animated children's books with competence-oriented teaching
material
ARD Kinderprogramm - TV, books, radio and more for children age 3 and
older
ARD Kinderfilme & -dokus - movies and documentaries for children
ZDF tivi - the German TV station's broadcast for children
Deutsche Welle - learn German with Deutsche Welle (different levels
offered)
Step into German - a great variety of videos, music, podcasts, and
worksheets (Goethe-Institut)
Averting psychological consequences of Corona

- 3-minute video for

children aged 6-12
Pixi Wissen TV - videos to gain knowledge in different areas
Eduthek - school supplies for different ages
Diercke - The famous world atlas
Duden Learnattack - Duden's learning portal for students from 4th grade to
high school
4Kids Learning Videos - videos for young children to learn the alphabet,
numbers, astronomy, flags or professions
GEOlino Podcast - "Together against Corona" provides an overview of the
topic along with further information
Kids at home 2020 - Audio and children's songs, videos, handicraft, and live
concerts to combat boredom
KiKaNinchen - App with which children can immerse themselves in the
lovingly crafted world of snippets
BR Kinder - bedtime stories and news for children
Schlaudino - worksheets for printout, level A1 and up
Coloring pages - many different designs, calendars, quizzes
lernox - a great collection of DaF and Daz materials, different levels
Einfach vorlesen - stories to read aloud
Learn German with worksheets or a German music blog
Visit the zoo from home - watch elephants, koalas, panda, penguins and
more live on your screen. Simply click on "Videos and cams".
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