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MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL

Liebe Eltern, dear parents,
We are already well into the school year and things are starting to settle.
Over the past weeks and in light of the ongoing pandemic, many

organizational challenges had to be overcome at our school: Students picked
up their schoolbooks and signed into their respective online platforms,
teachers got into their new online routines, and school management is finally
starting to get their head around how to include traditional events and guest
speakers into the new normal.
With the help of everyone involved in our school community, we were able to
successfully master all of these tasks and I thank you all for your ongoing
support.
This year, more than ever, there are many things I am especially grateful for:
A heartfelt ‘Thank You’…
… to all our students and their families who continue to take German lessons
with us, supporting our German community and ensuring the survival of our
school.
… to our 24 new students who have joined our junior and senior classes this
fall. Welcome to the VWGS!
… to our first ever adult class which is made up of students’ parents who are
determined to keep up with their children’s German skills :-)
… to our new (old) Board members who decided to dedicate another year of
volunteer time to our school.
… to our new and returning teachers who are incredibly dedicated and keep
our students engaged during online class.
… for the ongoing support that we receive from the community, our partner
organizations, and the German government.
I am looking forward to an exciting school year with many new paths to
discover and lasting memories to be made.
Wishing you all a great fall season,

Ute Steves
VWGS Principal

MEET OUR BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Dear VWGS Family:
We are happy to report that you have a new board of committed parent
volunteers. Anja Slusarzick-Seibt, Alicia Williams Young, Claudia Baerwolff,
Steven Seewald, and Tracey Dye have agreed to stay on for another year to

help with the management of the school. As soon as the individual roles for
the 2020/2021 school year are decided, we will publish this information on
our website and we will also let you know in the next newsletter.
We welcome our teachers to the 2020/2021 school year and want to thank
Andrea Dahlmann-Resing, Vincent Franklin, Andrea Freytag, Tanmay Joshi,
Dorothee Leesing, Antje Mahintorabi, Andrea Mechler, Emil Safrasbekjan, and
Katrina von Salzen for their ongoing investment in the education of our
children. We also welcome Thea Bauer, Minal Chiplunkar, Anke Sabo, and
Nadya Schewczyk to the VWGS family.
And now, meet this year's board of directors: Tracey Dye, Steven Seewald,
Alicia Williams, Anja Slusarzick-Seibt, and Claudia Baerwolff.

We thank the Board for their ongoing commitment. Please keep in mind, our
school is a volunteer run organization, dependent on capable, skilled parents
leading, guiding and supporting our paid staff - the principal, our
administrator and our teachers.

MEET OUR TEACHERS

Despite the ongoing challenges caused by the Covid-19 pandemic (for
example difficulties connected to traveling or getting work visas), we
managed to get together an incredible team of teachers who bring in their
expertise to ensure successful learning experiences of our students. Please,
meet our teachers of the 2020/2021 school year.

UPCOMING EVENTS AT OUR SCHOOL

November 7th: Storytelling with Katharina Ritter
Organized in cooperation with Goethe Institut, VWGS will offer virtual
storytelling sessions for all junior classes.
Munich-based professional storyteller Katharina Ritter will be visiting our
school on Zoom! She regularly tours in Germany and around the world with a
repertoire of stories borrowed and tales of her own. After commercial training
she ended up in the film industry, working there for over ten years till 1998,
when she finally discovered another form of "filmmaking": storytelling - that
theater of the mind.
Katharina has published five books and numerous audio picture books,
and also developed audio guides and narrative series for museums. For more
information, please visit her homepage
at http://www.geschichtenerzaehlerin.de
Nov. 7, 10:00 am: Storytelling for kindergarten and grade 1
Nov. 7, 11:00 am: Storytelling for grades 2-4
Parents received the Zoom link via email.
November 10-18th: St. Martin celebration competitions: Bake a
Weckmann and/or craft a St. Martin lantern
Unfortunately, we will not be able to hold our annual St. Martin lantern
procession that is so popular among our students, parents, teachers and staff.

To keep the St. Martin tradition alive, we decided to hold a special contest this
year and to ask parents and students to engage in the traditional activities
surrounding St. Martin in the safety of their home. We invite our students and
parents to bake a Weckmann and/or to craft a lantern and to send a picture
of their creative work to our administrator.
We will be awarding prizes in 3 different categories:
- Weckmann (please take a picture of your baked Weckmann or your child
eating the Weckmann)
- Lantern design (please take a picture of the lantern itself)
- Lantern at work (If you get the chance to go on a walk with your child and
the lantern, please take a picture of your child with the lantern)
The deadline to send in your contributions will be November 18, 2020.
You can find a recipe for a St. Martin's Day Weckmann (as well as many other
German recipes) here.
December 1st: St. Nikolaus
Nikolaus will be visiting junior classes and is looking forward to hear your
songs, listen to your poems and see your crafts…
December 2nd: Spelling bee
In cooperation with the Consulate General of Germany, we will once again
hold a spelling be (Buchstabierwettbewerb) in some of our senior classes. In a
fun competition, we will try to find out which student/s achieve/s the best
result when spelling various German words. In the end, the best students will
receive a prize.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Online teaching: expectations
We kindly ask all parents and students to try to enable the best online
learning experience possible. This includes a stable wifi, (if possible) the use
of a laptop with microphone and camera (no mobile phone), a quiet
workspace with a table, no distractions (food, siblings, etc.). Additionally, we
ask parents of the junior students to be close by should their child/ren need
help with technical issues (however, please do not provide help with the
course content during lessons). Finally, we would like to remind you of the
Zoom Etiquette that the Board created and that was sent out to you earlier
via email. Thank you very much for your help and support!
Our students successfully partook in the video competition of the
ZfA
Numerous students of VWGS participated at this year's Canada-wide video
competition of the ZfA. Many of their creative contributions on this year's
topic of "Demokratie leben - Living democracy" won prizes. In total,

our students won $ 660 in book prizes of which some
they kindly donated to the library. Thank you and
congratulations to all the winners! You can check out a
video of the winner's cinematic contributions here.
Past event: AGM and parent information session
As every year, we held the AGM and parent information session in the
beginning of the school year. Our principal provided information about
the school’s curriculum, the difference between DaF and DaZ and how
students are placed in the two streams, A1 and A2 evaluations and DSD
exams, and parent involvement and expectations. The Board of Directors
presented their reports, introduced their work and elected this year's board
members.
Celebration of 30 years of German unity
In October, the German Consulate General and the German community
celebrated 30 years of German unity and Canadian partnership in an online
event. You can find a recording of the event, featuring former Prime Minister
Brian Mulroney in conversation with Peter Mansbridge and a panel discussion
with Senator Ratna Omidvar and political scientist Alexander
Reisenbichler here.
VWGS on social media and contact information
VWGS has established various ways to reach out and keep in contact with
people interested in our school. Please feel free to connect and follow us on:
- Website
- Facebook
- LinkedIn
- Twitter
You can also reach out to our principal and administrator whenever you
have questions about anything related to our school's work.
Family in Germany looking for au pair
A German family, living near Munich with two kids aged 4 and 6 is looking for
a new female AuPair (aged 18-26), starting mid January 2021 over a period
of 12 months. She needs to speak German (Minimum A2), likes spending
time and has some experience with kids. The family would also be glad if she
can swim and ride the bike. If you are interested, please send an email to
info@vwgs.org.

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER

For detailed information, please visit our School Calendar. This is a great
opportunity to see and check what's going on at VWGS.

November 7th, 2020: Storytelling with Katharina Ritter
November 10th, 2020: Start of St. Martin Weckmann contest/crafting of
lanterns
November 18th, 2020: Deadline to send in contributions for St. Martin
Weckmann contest/crafting of lanterns
December 1st, 2020: St. Nikolaus
December 2nd, 2020: Spelling bee

COMMUNITY EVENTS

Elke Porter: Book Launch & Benefit for BC Cancer
Elke Porter, who just recently launched her book "75 Influential GermanSpeakers in Western Canada" is organizing a fundraiser in honour of all
people who are impacted by lymphoma and other types of cancer. Please join
Elke Porter on Saturday, November 7th, 2020 at one of her favourite venues the Royal Vancouver Yacht Club - for a delicious plated lunch of mixed greens,
wild salmon and apple strudl while learning more about the impact of blood
cancer research by renowned expert Dr. Kuchenbauer, and having the
opportunity to purchase a signed copy of her brand new book!
When
Saturday, November 7, 2020 - 12 PM - 2:30 PM
Where
Royal Vancouver Yacht Club, 3811 Point Grey Road, Vancouver, BC V6R 1B3
For tickets or to donate for BC Cancer please visit this link.

Beyond All Memories – The Semer Ensemble and the Rescued
Treasure of Jewish Musical Life in Nazi Berlin
A free event presented by the Embassy of the Federal Republic of Germany in
the US, the Embassy and Consulates of the Federal Republic of Germany in
Canada and Liberation 75. Join this event, remembering Kristallnacht, the
“Night of Broken Glass”. On November 9 to November 10, 1938, Nazis in
Germany torched synagogues, vandalized Jewish homes, schools and
businesses, killing many Jews. This program presents a film screening and
discussion about a treasury of Jewish music destroyed during Kristallnacht
that was almost forgotten – but miraculously found!
When
Monday, November 9, 2020 - 2 PM EST
Where
Online, please register here.

Early Music Vancouver: J. S. Bach’s Musical Offering
Bach’s Musical Offering was initiated in 1747 when Frederik the Great invited
62-year-old J.S. Bach to his court with a challenge: to improvise a three-part
fugue on a complicated musical theme chosen by Frederik himself. To the
amazement of all present, “Old Bach” met the challenge with unprecedented
creativity and innovation. Bach sent the King The Musical Offering, a brilliant
collection of canons and fugues, and a trio sonata that is without parallel in
18th century chamber music, all dedicated to exploring and exhausting the
contrapuntal possibilities of the same musical theme. Composed in 2002,
Vancouver composer Jocelyn Morlock’s “Revenant” is based on reversing the
same royal theme.
When
Wednesday, November 11, 2020 - 7:30 PM
Where
Online, more information available here.

Virtual EU Film Festival 2020
The Canadian Film Institute, the European Union Film Festival in Toronto, and
The Cinematheque in Vancouver have joined forces with the Delegation of the
European Union and the Embassies and Consulates of EU Member States to
present the first-ever online edition of the European Union Film Festival
(EUFF) in Canada.
The opening film on November 13th is "All About Me". Based on a famous life
story and directed by Oscar-winning filmmaker Caroline Link (Nowhere in
Africa), "All About Me" is both a wildly entertaining and poignantly serious
coming-of-age story about one of Germany’s most beloved comedians and
television personalities, Hape Kerkeling.
When
Friday, November 13, 2020 - Sunday, November 29, 2020
Where
Online, more information available here.

And the Story Goes on...: A Conversation with Cornelia Funke
The Consulate General of Germany New York and Deutsches Haus at NYU, in
collaboration with the German Language School Conference (GLSC), present a
reading from Reckless 4, the most recently published novel by Cornelia
Funke, followed by a conversation between the acclaimed German storyteller
and illustrator and Juliane Camfield, Director of Deutsches Haus at NYU. This
reading and conversation, which will also include a Q&A, is presented in the
context of the GLSC's annual conference (November 13 - 15, 2020). An
introduction to the event will be provided by Consul General David Gill.
When

Saturday, November 14, 2020 - 5:00 - 6:15 PM (EST)
Where
Online. To RSVP for this free event, please click here. Only registered
attendees will receive Zoom meeting information prior to the event.

Virtual wreath making workshop
Join a virtual wreath making session. Wreaths are perfect, not only for
Christmas, but as decorative greenery for your home
- on your wall, above a mantle, hanging from a
ceiling, or as a centerpiece for your dining table. The
wreath making workshop is an opportunity for a fun
online get-together in private groups. And the product
made will always remind you of one another during
the season of Christmas.
When
Sunday, November 29, 2020 - at 2:00 PM (duration 1.5 - 2 hours)
or individual bookings
Where
Online
For more information or to book please contact Coleen Rojas.

German Christmas Goods
As you may have heard, the Vancouver Christmas Market sadly had to be
cancelled this year. If you do not want to miss out on German Christmas
Market food specialties and are longing for delicious foods like Stollen,
Lebkuchen (gingerbread), marcipan or Pfeffernüsse, please feel free to visit
this link.

KEEP UP THE GERMAN

Here is a selection of useful links:
LearnGerman - A video series for beginner’s level A1. Each lesson contains a
worksheet, so that one can not just learn but also practice.
Lingo macht MINT - DaF materials for listening, reading and quizzes; learn
German with MINT (STEM-subjects)
Vitaminde.de - The digital version of the German language learning
magazine Vitamin de with worksheets, audio files and more
Montessori - colouring pages for children
Austrian for beginners - Learn about the Austrian dialect and discover
funny words in this YouTube video

Lesejule - Learning material for reading and writing for the little ones
Grundschulkönig - Fables, fairy tales and blanks, level A1 and up
Kahoot - Free quiz tool for e-learning
Ticket to Berlin - Accompany 6 German learners who travel across
Germany; includes exercises on vocabulary, grammar and regional knowledge
Onilo - Animated children's books with competence-oriented teaching
material
ARD Kinderprogramm - TV, books, radio and more for children age 3 and
older
ARD Kinderfilme & -dokus - movies and documentaries for children
ZDF tivi - the German TV station's broadcast for children
Deutsche Welle - learn German with Deutsche Welle (different levels
offered)
Step into German - a great variety of videos, music, podcasts, and
worksheets (Goethe-Institut)
Averting psychological consequences of Corona - 3-minute video for
children aged 6-12
Pixi Wissen TV - videos to gain knowledge in different areas
Eduthek - school supplies for different ages
Diercke - The famous world atlas
Duden Learnattack - Duden's learning portal for students from 4th grade to
high school
4Kids Learning Videos - videos for young children to learn the alphabet,
numbers, astronomy, flags or professions
Lesestart zum Lesenlernen - Visit the library with the reading kangaroo
and immerse yourself in five exciting books
GEOlino Podcast - "Together against Corona" provides an overview of the
topic along with further information
Kids at home 2020 - Audio and children's songs, videos, handicraft, and live
concerts to combat boredom
KiKaNinchen - App with which children can immerse themselves in the
lovingly crafted world of snippets
BR Kinder - bedtime stories and news for children
Schlaudino - worksheets for printout, level A1 and up
Coloring pages - many different designs, calendars, quizzes
lernox - a great collection of DaF and Daz materials, different levels
Einfach vorlesen - stories to read aloud
Learn German with worksheets or a German music blog
Visit the zoo from home - watch elephants, koalas, panda, penguins and
more live on your screen. Simply click on "Videos and cams".
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