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MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL

Liebe Eltern, dear parents,
I hope your June was not too hectic and that you are all ready to drive off
into the summer fun.
This is the last Newsletter for the school year and as every final newsletter, it
will be offering you a retrospective of the past school year and a preview of
what the next school year will look like. As you all probably know I will be
leaving school at the beginning of September, as I have to start a full-time
study program at the UBC. I would like to share with you what have been the
highlights of my tenure as your school principal.

Teamwork:
A rewarding and enriching experience at the German school for our students
begins and ends with teachers. The administrative team provides a
framework from which the teachers create their own lesson plans, adjusting
them to each particular class to best support a wide range of learning styles
and learning speeds. Considering that our school provides less than a third
exposure to German necessary to obtain a language level, our teachers
perform an extraordinary amount of work in two hours and fifteen minutes a
week. The lessons have to be created in such a way that the students
continue to expand their language skills outside the classroom. In the past
few years, I have been blessed with teams of qualified teachers, who are
willing to do the work, think long term and pursue their students' steady
improvement. I would hereby like to thank all the teachers and assistants
who I have worked together. They have made my life as a principal so much
easier.
Communication with parents:
Our students' success heavily depends on good communication with parents.
It is them that have to follow the learning tracks the teachers have laid down
and make sure that the learning continues. This past school year we have
instituted an information session prior to the school start, and parent-teacher
interviews instead of midterm reports. Next year, we will go back to some
mixture of mid-term reports and parent-teacher interviews to offer better
support to both Junior and Senior students.
Successful evaluations and exams:
Our exam coordinator, Ute Steves, is at the core of the successful run we
have had in the past few years and deserves immense praise for her efforts
and work. It is largely thanks to her that our older students have had such a
great run at the evaluations and exams. She trains the teachers new to the
exams, she is present at the exams and makes sure that parents are very
well informed about our evaluations' and exams' framework. She is present at
the info session and is the one informing our senior students how to have
their evaluation and exam successes translated into external high school
credits.
Board and administrator:
Our Board's and administrator is the one whose work is generally not seen.
The Board was always there but they deserve to be commended for the
amount of time they spend during the year to tackle the issues of
governance. The school has also been blessed with two administrators with
strong organizational and communication skills. In the past year, Susanne
Freitag has become a pillar to any work I have been doing and has proven
with her initiatives and creative work (Newsletter, Schülerzeitung) to be the
best administrator one can wish for.
Expanding our curriculum:

Another thing that our school has been active is expanding the school life of
our students. We have had a successful pen pal exchange with a school in
Germany this past school year and with Victoria German school last year. We
have organized a Future Fair for our senior classes to enlighten them about
opportunities German offers them. Our teachers have done quite a few
extracurricular projects with the students. A beach clean up, fundraising for
SOS BC and a project at the German Care Home come to mind. A couple of
our classes have also successfully participated in the competitions offered by
our ZfA Fachberater. This past year, we have had Antje Mahintorabi practice a
wide variety of traditional songs, and have thus offered more opportunity to
DaF and DaZ classes to mingle and learn from one another. For next year, we
are planning some extracurricular activities and projects outside the school to
help them better relate their experience at the German school with the world
they live in.
Support for DaF classes:
In the past three years, I have been looking for ways to better support our
DaF students' learning and retention of learned structures. We have
introduced more contemporary books, and are trying to encourage DaF and
DaZ intermingling so that both streams learn from one another, one stream
as learners, and the other as teachers. We are hoping to expand the DaF
learners' journey through better informing parents what needs to be done
every particular week/month.
Parent volunteers:
Our school's everyday and especially extracurricular activities would not be
possible without parent volunteers. Governance, supervision, library, baking,
clean up, bake sale, facebook management are all done by you. Thank you
for supporting us and taking such an active role in your children's "German"
career.
It has been an extreme honor to be your principal and to be in charge of your
children's learning. I am very grateful for all the input, suggestions and
criticism that came my way. Listening to you has helped time and again direct
and re-direct my energies to what matters most: your children's experience
at our school and their learning curve.
Enjoy your summer and see you for a short while in September.
Lidija Bakovic
Principal

UPCOMING EVENTS AT OUR SCHOOL

DSD 2 exams
Dates for the DSD 2 (B2/C1) exam are as follows:
Written exam: November 27th, 2019
Oral exam:

January 10th, 2020

In order for the students to be admitted to the exam, they need to be
registered with the International Education Services (ZfA).
The registration deadline is September 9th, 2019. If a student has an
intention of doing the DSD 2 exam, the following information needs to be sent
to our exam coordinator Ute Steves by September 9th, 2019 at
exams@vwgs.org
First and last name(s):
Mother tongue(s):
Gender:
Date of birth/place of birth/Country of birth:
Nationality/Nationalities:
Year of attendance at a German school in Canada:
Number of years learning German (including years spent in a German
speaking country and/or at a German school outside of German speaking
countries):

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Survey for parents at Vancouver Westside German School
Vancouver Westside German School's team is interested in learning more
about our students' experience at our school from their parents' and their
own point of view. In order to improve these experiences and better prepare
for the next school year, we created a short survey which we would like to ask
you to participate in. The survey takes less than five minutes. Please be so
kind to answer our questions here.

Registration for the upcoming school year
Please be reminded that the registration for the next school year is ongoing.
The administrative fee will increase to $100 per family on July 1st. If you
register by June 30th, the administrative fee is $50 per family.
In case it later becomes apparent that your child can no longer attend
German school, you can withdraw from school by sending us a cancellation
notice. For cancellation notices up to September 6th, you will be reimbursed
the school fee minus the administrative fee paid upon registration.
For cancellations between September 6th and December 31st, the Vancouver
Westside German School will reimburse the school fee minus a month worth
of school fee (4 x $16) per child and the administrative fee paid upon
registration.
For cancellations after December 31st, the school fee can no longer be
reimbursed.

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

Dear Parents,
another successful Vancouver Westside German School Year has come to an
end. On behalf of the entire 2018/19 Board of Directors, I’d like to thank all
teachers, assistants, students, parents and of course our Administration staff
Lidija and Susanne for everyone’s involvement in this year’s school curriculum
and other school related activities.
This year, we welcomed a number of new Board Members to the existing
group.
As the President of this year’s Board of Directors, I’d like to thank everyone
for their time and commitment.
Unfortunately, some of our current Board members are unable to continue for
another term in 2019/20.
I’d like to take the opportunity to remind all parents that our School cannot
run without the operations of an efficient group of committed, dedicated

Board Members.
I encourage everyone to consider joining the Board, in order to secure a
successful future for our school. We are looking for motivated people to
participate in the school’s operations – especially people with former Board
experience or experienced in the fields of accounting/finance, fundraising,
event planning or with a legal background.
The VWGS Board meets once a month for approximately 2 hours, overall time
commitment per month is approximately 4 to 5 hours.
Please consider coming to the AGM on September 17, 2019 to learn more
about getting involved or to have your name put forward to be voted into the
2019/20 Board of Directors.
Without a sufficient group of Directors, the School will not be able to
operate. The School is a volunteer run organization, dependent on
capable, skilled parents leading, guiding and supporting our paid staff
- the principal, our administrator and our teachers.
It is in everyone’s best interest to continuously improve the School’s
operations to maintain the opportunity for our children to not only learn the
German language but also be exposed to German culture.
A well-functioning Board of Directors is crucial for the school’s future.
Lastly, enjoy your summer and a well-deserved break from German School!
We are looking forward to seeing you and your children back in September.
Don’t forget to sign up here.
Kind regards,
Patricia Tait
2018/19 VWGS President

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER

For detailed information, please visit our School Calendar. This is a great
opportunity to see and check what's going on at VWGS. Our next year's
school calendar will be up by mid July.
September 10th/11th, 2019: parent-teacher meeting
September 17th, 2019: AGM
September 17th, 2019: First day of classes for Junior classes
September 18th, 2019: First day of classes for Senior classes
October 1st/2nd, 2019: German unity

COMMUNITY EVENTS

Summer picnic at Kits Beach
Join the Vancouver German Language and Culture Meetup Group for a picnic
at one of Vancouver's most beautiful beaches. The event is potluck style, so
please bring food items that are easy to share as well as something to drink.
When
Thursday, July 11, 2019 from 6:30 pm - 9:30 pm
Where
Kitsilano Beach, Vancouver
Sign up here.

Roaring 20s - Friday Night Ballroom Dance
Visit the Alpenclub for an evening of ballroom dancing with a roaring 20s
theme! Sway to the music of the Colin & Don Band as they play house
favorites and more. Make sure to dress to impress as there will be prizes for
best dressed!
When
Friday, July 19, 7:30 pm
Where
Vancouver Alpen Club (Ballroom), 4875 Victoria Dr, Vancouver, BC, V5N 4P3
Members: $10
Non-members: $15

KEEP UP THE GERMAN

Here is a selection of useful links:
Children's ebooks - The Projekt Gutenberg offers various children's ebooks
for download free of charge.
"Deutsch zum Mitnehmen" - Learn German on your phone or tablet with
A1/A2/B1 courses of Deutsche Welle
App "Lernabenteuer Deutsch" - An adventure game from Goethe-Insitut
for advanced learners. The players solve a criminal case.

Learn to read German peoples' facial expressions - Typical German
facial expressions and gestures that need explaining to the rest of the world.
A humorous approach.
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