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MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL

Dear parents, liebe Eltern,
As we are slowly starting to prepare to wrap up the 2018/2019 school year,
we do have a few gems planned for the upcoming weeks.
Our Open House Event takes place on Tuesday, April 30th. For more
information, please see below.
The A1 and A2 evaluations as well as B1 exam have either finished or will be
finished by the end of April. The exams might be finished, but the work is not.
In order to successfully complete the school year, and receive the diplomas,
students need to regularly attend and actively participate in classes, and do
their homework.

The students and teachers have been busy working on the final presentations
for the End of Year Celebration on Tuesday, May 28th. Our Wednesday classes
will be given their final diplomas and have a picknick in the park on May 29th
during usual class time.
Our annual Schülerzeitung written by our senior classes is for sale through
our Karelo system. You can sign up for the End of Year Celebration and/or
order the Schülerzeitung here.
Our online registration for next school year will open next week, on Tuesday,
April 30th.
Please note the change in administrative fee:
Registration by May 31st - $25 per family
Registration by June 30th - $50 per family
Registration after July 1st - $100 per family.
Due to the increases in rental fees, our school fee will be going up to $530
per year per child.
On May 22nd, our exam coordinator, Ute Steves, will offer an info session for
our Wednesday classes as to how to get A2 evaluation, and B1 and B2/C1
diploma accredited by BC high schools.
Enjoy the spring,
Lidija Bakovic
Principal

UPCOMING EVENTS AT OUR SCHOOL

Open House
Please come by and visit our Open House on April 30th, 2019. Feel free to
bring along other people who might want their children to learn or keep up
with German language. Join family consultant Anne Rimrott's workshop on
bilingual education, attend an "open classroom" session or mingle with other
parents and staff of VWGS. Coffee and cake will be available for purchase by
donation. Here is the schedule for the event:
4:15 pm to 4:30 pm - Welcome and greetings in the cafeteria
4:30 pm to 5:00 pm - Open classroom
5:00 pm to 6:00 pm - Anne Rimrott, room C208
5:00 pm to 6:30 pm - Kaffee und Kuchen and info session for parents (tips
and tricks from “seasoned parents”)
5:00 to 6:30 pm: Info session about our exams and evaluations with our

exam coordinator Ute Steves

Summer Camp
Registration for VWGS' Summer Camp is now open. The Summer Camp will
take place at Quilchena Elementary School and the theme is going to be
"Around the world in 14 days" / "In 14 Tagen um die Welt". Please be advised
that the Summer Camp is suitable only for children age 6 to 10 who are able
to understand AND speak German.
The summer camp will be offered in the following two weeks:
Week 1: July 2nd to July 5th, 2019 from 9:30 am to 12:30 pm. Cost: $160
Week 2: July 8th to July 12th, 2019 from 9:30 am to 12:30 pm. Cost:
$200.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Easter celebration
In the past weeks our teachers got ready for Easter by engaging students in
various activities related to this spring fest. Some classes drew pictures, other
children went on an egg hunt with "Topfschlagen".

MEET OUR STUDENTS

Art work: Celebrating spring in DaF Junior
The children of the DaF Junior class did some amazing artwork in their class.

MEET OUR TEACHERS

Anne Horst
Hey! I am Anne.
I was born and raised in Essen, Germany.
After finishing high school, I took a few jobs to finance my travel plans. One
of them was helping refuges to settle in my city, through which I also
discovered my love of teaching.
I wanted to see a different part of the world before settling and decided to
explore & work in Canada for 7 months in 2017. There I fell in love with
Vancouver.
When I went back home I wanted to try out teaching since I always loved to
be with kids. So, I took on three jobs:
- teaching German in the language school Inlingua (adults)
- helping in the after school care in a primary school (mostly with first
graders)
- tutoring children from primary to high school level
But I missed Vancouver too much because of its diversity and decided to do a
degree in Tourism Management at Capilano University in Vancouver.
I just finished my second semester and I am loving it. But I did not want to
give up on teaching and wanted to stay in contact with my German roots. So,
I found VWGS.
Now I teach here, for almost a year now and I hope I can continue for my
2nd one!
Yours sincerely,
Anne Horst :)

Stella Baehring
My name is Stella Baehring. I was born in Canada but moved back to
Germany when I was still young. I grew up in Aschaffenburg in Unterfranken
(Bavaria). I completed my Kindergarten teaching/Education Degree in 2012
and then moved to the US as an AuPair to improve my English. I fell in love
with studying and just completed my Bachelor in Psychology and will move on
to do my Master Degree at UBC. I am a passionate Horseback rider and love
the outdoors, dancing, singing and window shopping. I really enjoy to be
connected with my original profession and culture here at the Vancouver
Westside German School. It brings back a piece of home.

Andrea Mechler
Hello, my name is Andrea Mechler. I joined VWGS in 2012 and currently teach
DaZ Junior 1 on Tuesdays and DaZ Senior 4 (DSD 1) on Wednesdays. I have
always had a great passion for languages: I studied English, French, Latin
and Italian in High School and later graduated from the University of
Heidelberg with an M.A. in Modern Languages/Translation Studies. I believe in
the importance of having access to a variety of linguistic resources to learn a
language, and I love to enter language contests with my classes. Outside of
school, I like to cycle, go to the gym or read non-fiction books.
My advice for a successful bilingual education:
Maximize the time your child spends with the German language by seeking
out German shows on the Internet tailored to your child's interest;

Listen to podcasts and audiobooks during your daily family commutes;
Continue to read German news on Antolin throughout the year;
Keep in touch with German-speaking relatives via Skype and text;
Use local resources (German book collection at the Vancouver Public
Library);
Mingle with the local German community (German Meetup Vancouver,
preschoolers' playgroup at St. Mark's).
Never give up and remember: A solid linguistic foundation built in the early
years will serve your child well into adolescence and adulthood.

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER

For detailed information, please visit our School Calendar. This is a great
opportunity to see and check what's going on at VWGS.
April 30th, 2019: Open House
May 22nd, 2019: Session on how to get A2, B1, B2/C1 accredited at high
schools
May 28th, 2019: Year-end-celebration Junior and Senior classes
May 29th, 2019: Last day of school Senior classes

COMMUNITY EVENTS

Vancouver Opera Festival - Gounod’s Faust
During the third annual Vancouver Opera Festival from April 27 to May 5 the
performance of Gounod’s Faust will take place. The Opera by the French
composer Charles Gounod is based on Johann Wolfgang von Goethe’s Faust,
Part One. Faust, an aged and bitter man, sells his soul to Méphistophélès in
return for youth and the love of Marguerite, an innocent young woman. By
trying to have it all, he loses everything.
When
Saturday, April 27, 2019 at 7:30 pm, additionally on May 2, May 5, please see
further details
Where
Queen Elizabeth Theatre, 630 Hamilton St, Vancouver
Tickets start at $42

Vancouver Symphony Orchestra's Kids' Koncerts
Kids' Koncerts are concerts for children four to eleven years of age and their
families in five fun and educational musical presentations. The Kids’ Koncerts
series features the full orchestra and the very best in children’s musical
entertainers. An Instrument Fairs begins one hour before each concert in the
Orpheum lobby. The world famous production of the children’s film Beethoven
Lives Upstairs features a lively exchange of letters between young Christoph
and his uncle. Their subject is the “madman” (Ludwig van Beethoven) who
has moved into the upstairs apartment of Christoph’s home. Through a
touching correspondence dramatically underscored with the composer’s most
beautiful excerpts, Christoph comes to understand the genius of Beethoven,
the beauty of his music, and the torment of his deafness.

When
Sunday, April 28, 2019 at 2:00 pm, doors open 12:45 pm
Where
Orpheum Theatre, 601 Smithe Street, Vancouver
Tickets start at $19.50

Swan Lake
Coastal City Ballet closes the 2018-2019 season with its critically acclaimed
production of Swan Lake. Back by popular demand, this illustrious and
beloved ballet features choreography by Irene Schneider, the beautiful score
of Pytor Tchaikovsky and the diverse talents of Coastal City Ballet. Glorious
costumes and imaginative sets bring this heart-wrenching love story to life.
When
Saturday, May 18, 2019 at 7:30 pm
Where
The Vancouver Playhouse, 600 Hamilton Street, Vancouver, BC
Tickets start at $29.95

The Music of Oskar Böhme for Trumpet, Brass, and Piano
Enjoy an evening of lesser known romantic works for solo trumpet and piano
by German composer and trumpeter Oskar Böhme, as well as his brilliant
brass sextet. Featuring trumpeter and musical entrepreneur Dasa Silhova
along with some of Vancouver's best up and coming brass musicians as well
as award winning pianist Carter Johnson.
When
Monday, May 20, 2019 at 7:30 pm
Where
Roy Barnett Recital Hall, 6361 Memorial Road, Vancouver, BC, V6T1Z2
Tickets: $10

Revised European Festival Event 2019
The European event highlights European culture and tradition with cultural
and culinary delights and rich entertainment. Come savour it all, from
German Schnitzel and beer to Turkish pastries or Polish donuts.
Admire authentic ethnic dress and get swept away by traditional dancing like
the German Schuhplattler, the Spanish Flamenco and the Serbian Kolo. Come
and experience Europe, from east to west, as seen through the eyes of
Europeans. Find out more about this event here.

When
Sunday, May 26 between 11 am and 6 pm
Where
Vancouver Alpen Club, 4875 Victoria Dr, Vancouver, BC, V5N 4P3

KEEP UP THE GERMAN

Here is a selection of useful links:
Lern Deutsch - Stadt der Wörter - Educational game by Goethe-Insttitut
in which the user has to collect words and solve tasks in a virtual city.
Karambolage - Explains playfully and humorously the small and big
differences between Germans and Frenchmen.
Pixi Wissen TV - Children learn here about the topics that interest them.
Fairytales from all over the world - A fairytale archive by the Deutsche
Welle.
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