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In this issue:
Principal´s Message

We look back
onto a
successful first
year in two new
school locations.
A long term vision has come true to
serve our separate age groups
(elementary and secondary school
children) not only with age

supporting our
program and
community at
Lord Kitchener
Elementary and
Prince of Wales
Secondary. The
challenges to
bring both schools together were
met with much commitment by
our new Event Team.
They introduced monthly “Kaffee
und Kuchen” and reached out to the
Alpen Club, where our Year End
Party was hosted for the first time.

appropriate programs,
but also in locations that meet their
different needs.
We are thankful to have found
collaborative partners, interested in

The gala like setting supported
this year´s special fundraising
campaign in collaboration with
the larger German community in
Metro Vancouver.

President’s Message
Community Impressions
Photo Gallery:
School year 2015-16
at a glance
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The VWGS Community
…

was
approached by
the German
Canadian
Lutheran Church
St. Mark´s in
Vancouver with the
kind request to
support their fundraising efforts to
bring a Syrian Refugee family to
Vancouver.

VWGS students
… were introduced to the good
cause in January and each reading
point they gained using the online
program „Antolin“ until May 2016
was matched monetarily by the
VWGS Board up to a maximum of
$2,500.

The VWGS excellency
… has been
acknowledged by our
special visitors of the
„Ausschuss des
Bayrischen Landtags
für Bildung“ who
visited the VWGS
senior classrooms and
attended a panel
discussion on the topic
of integration.

We felt called to join forces with our
families back home in Germany,
Switzerland and Austria. Our
home countries currently
welcome masses of new
immigrants and being
immigrants ourselves, we
quickly agreed to contribute
in a meaningful way in the
light of this worldwide crisis.
For a portrait of the family to be
sponsored please read the full letter
at the end of our newsletter.

The goal was reached timely and
the most avid reader and class were
rewarded with prizes. We are proud
to be able to help a family of four
including two children to be
sponsored. We hope to welcome
them at our school once they have
settled into their new life in
Vancouver.

See detailed chart of class
achievements and winners at the
end of our newsletter!

The delegation has been traveling
North America in order to learn
about how
Canada and
the USA
manage
successful
integration in
their
education
systems.

The delegation got inspired by
Canada´s concept of language
heritage after school programs that
feed into the arts program at highschools. Attending a heritage school
is accredited by the B.C. ministry of
education and helps foreigners to
maintain their home language and
culture. The delegation were
impressed by the quality, diversity
and up-to-date pedagogy of the
lessons they witnessed.
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VWGS lessons
… have become increasingly
diverse regarding resources and
methods, much in the light of the
recent changes to the B.C.
curriculum whose key principles are
„inquiry based“ lessons and the
„First Peoples
Principles of
Learning“
that focuses
on learning
embedded
in memory,
history, and
story.
During the
school year,
VWGS students used different
resources and methods to explore
topics such as immigration, where is
home, and stereotypes, reflected in
their year end performances, and a
first time „Schülerzeitung“ put
together by senior students. We are
very proud to have been able to
attract a sponsor for future editions.
Increasingly, our teaching resources
include online programs and

My last school year as the
principal of the VWGS
… could not have been such a good
one without all the tremendous
support I received from staff,
parents and students.I sincerely
thank you for 4 fantastic years. The
connections have been made

applications such as free news for
children and youth (ZDF „Logo.de“,
magazine „Jetzt.de“ and
„Vitamin.de“), German speaking TV
programs through the „Online TV
Recorder“, and the „Onilo“ and
„Antolin“ reading programs. Popular
genres such as the graphic novel
have been focused on in a guest
lecture by UBC professor Dr. Jason
Lieblang who raised the critical
question „Studying Comics at
University?“ As a result, students
created their own comics about
stereotypes. Therefore, lessons are
increasingly project driven. Our DaF
Junior 4 class (Andrea Mechler)
succeeded in winning 3rd prize in
the PASCH competition „Kleider
machen Leute“, our DaZ Junior 4
(Claire Fevrier) created a
„Geburtstagskalender“,
inspired by the fairy tales
that are part of the
curriculum, and our DaZ
Senior 2 class (Ute
Steves) found pen pals in
another German heritage
language program in Great Britain,
to name only a few projects.

... may the future bring
further changes for the
better – „Das Leben
muss vorwärts gelebt
und kann nur
rückwärts verstanden
werden“ (Kierkegaard).

Projects prepare for exams in a fun
way. For example, a commentary is
a requested form in the A2
Vergleichsarbeit and DSD1 exam,
and our
students
practiced the
format by
writing
„Leserbriefe“
to the
magazine
„Vitamin.de“ about their
articles of choice.
We have had a total of
approximately 50 exam candidates
and 45 have passed them
successfully. A round of applause to
the students, their teachers and
their
parents!

Herzliche Grüße,
Christine Spreter
Principal,
Vancouver Westside
German School
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President’s Message
Hart Mauritz
Another successful school
year has come to an end. If
you attended the Year End
Party, you could see the
wonderful results of the
work that the students and
their teachers have been doing over
the course of the year. If you
weren't able to attend, you
definitely want to next time. In their
performances the students showed
an excellent ability to address
challenging
topics like the
refugee crisis
in Syria, the
meaning of
"Heimat", the
importance of
individuality,
and being a
citizen of the
world, to name a
few. The variety and quality of the
presentations were outstanding.
The energy at the Vancouver Alpen
Club was high, and in looking
around the room I got this strong
and warm feeling of community.
This is my last year as the President
of the Vancouver Westside German
School. After over 10 years on the
Board, many of them in the role of
the Chair, it is time to step aside.
My daughter successfully passed
her DSD2 exam last year, and my
son is going for it this coming
winter. The Vancouver Westside
German School has been an
important element in our family's
life. My children were able to obtain

an academic
footing in the
German
language and
they got exposed
to wonderful
cultural traditions.
While we don't know what the
future will hold for my children,
their very Canadian outlook on life
has been complemented forever
with a global perspective through a
German lens.
I am looking back at the past 10
years and see a very different
school. Instead of 100 students,
we now serve over 200
students. We have moved to
two school locations to provide
more age-appropriate, inspiring
learning environments, and to
allow for further growth in our
programming. Through the modern,
academic leadership by our past
Principal, Christine Spreter, we have
seen a significant increase in the
relevance and quality of our
curricula and a more inspiring

Lidija Bakovic. Regarding our
teachers, their commitment and
quality have never been higher. Our
administrative processes have been
modernized over the past few years,
from online registration to
accounting to membership
communications. Last but not least,
the quality of the Board has
improved from a governance and
oversight perspective, and many of
the changes in the School were
inspired and often led hands-on by
Board Members.

We have now a very engaged group
of parents on the Board, many with
younger children, who will take the
Vancouver Westside German School
to the next level and into an even
brighter future.
It has been a privilege and honour
to serve the Vancouver Westside
German School for so many years.
Thank you very much to everyone
who has worked, trusted and
supported me along the way.

approach applied to
teaching and learning. We look
forward to continued strong
leadership by our new Principal

All the best!
Hart Mauritz
President,
Vancouver Westside German School
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Impressions collected from the VWGS community 2015/2016
DANKE Christine
(ein Gedicht von den Lehrern zum Abschied)
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Photo Gallery: School Year 2015-16 at a Glance
Dr. Anne Rimrott joined our Open House with an interesting speech about
“How To Raise Multilingual Children”
Parent feedback: "Anne offered
high-quality professional advice and
hands-on suggestions and solutions
to the many questions that we
parents had. Many parents expected
to just get a few tips on how to raise
their children in a multilingual
environment, but ended up learning
a great deal on the importance and
„Field Trips“

Kaffee und Kuchen“

strategies of
maintaining
pluralism of
languages in
the family."

Laternenfest

Library/Booksales

Danke für Ihre Aufmerksamkeit!

Winter Performance

“Lesewettbewerbe
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Portrait of the Syrian
family to be sponsored
Dear Sirs,
My name is Chiraz SISRIAN. I was born in
Aleppo in 1976. Since the beginning of the
war in Syria and particularly in Aleppo our
lives have been changed in many ways. Our
home has been damaged by the mortar
shells that our neighborhood has received
randomly. Consequently, we had to live with
my parents in their home. I have studied and
graduated from “Karen Jeppe Armenian
College”. Then, I studied at the Aleppo
University, Faculty of Law. After my
graduation, I practiced my study and worked
as a lawyer. In 2012, I went to “Judicial
Institute” and after my graduation; I started
working as a judge in the Ministry of Justice
in Syria. I have been working in this field for
fourteen years. In the beginning of my
career, I worked as a prosecutor for three
years.
Then, I was a Conciliation Court Judge for six
year. Finally, I was a judge in the "First
Instance Court" which handles civil,
commercial, assurance and real estate
cases. During the last four years of war, I
have worked in the most dangerous places
in Aleppo. The Palace of Justice which was
moved to “Bustan Keleb” recently due to the
current unsafe condition, and which was
very near to the battle line, has received
many mortar rockets and it was exposed to
the snipe shots by the terrorist groups
locating in the high buildings of their side
near to the Palace.
Personally, I have been survived many times
from the shells that fall randomly. But the
current unsafe condition has never been an
obstacle to go to my daily job or do my daily
social work. Since my university studies, I
have been working in many voluntarily social
Armenian committees. For example, I
worked in Hamazkayin, the Armenian
Cultural Organization. In addition, I was an
active member in the Post-Graduation
Armenian Group which organized many
cultural, scientific, and social activities. I was
also a member in Karen Jeppe Armenian
College’s Supporting Board which takes care

of the school's and student's various issues
during the period of war.
It's important to mention that I gained the
language skills for both English and French.
In fact, I studied the English as a second
language during my secondary and postsecondary studies. In addition, I practiced
the French language till very advanced
levels; actually I had DELF second degree
(diplomas awarded by the French Ministry of
Education).
My wife's name is Lala KAZANJIAN and she
was born in Aleppo in 1984. She has
graduated from AGBU's central high school
in 2001. She continued her university studies
in Aleppo University, faculty of Arts and
Humanities, Department of English
Literature. During her studies, she has
participated in the Nesteby Essay Writing
Contest which was sponsored by the
American Cultural Center in Damascus and
gained the "Best of Syria Prize" among all
the Syrian Universities.
After the graduation in 2005, she has also
participated in a Sworn-in translating
competition for Arabic and English
languages held by the Ministry of Justice in
Syria. So, she passed that exam and since
then she started working as a sworn
translator. In June, 2006, and before our
marriage she started working within JICA's
staff as a translator and interpreter under
the title of "The project for trengthening
Reproductive Health in Syria".
After the end of the project in February,
2009, she taught English in Karaguezian
Charitable Organization" for Armenian
mothers. She has gained her "Educational
Habilitation Diploma" from Aleppo
University, Faculty of Education and since
2010 she is an English language teacher as a
second job. Concerning the languages, my
wife knows somehow French and she gained
DELF B1.
We have got 2 children. Lar is an eight-yearold girl and Vatche is a three-year-old boy.
We feel great responsibility in raising them
up through these hard conditions. We want
them to enjoy their childhood and live
happily as any other children do in a
peaceful country, but the current unsafe

situation, extra-ordinary difficult conditions
in addition to the financial difficulties that
we face, prevent them, unfortunately, from
practicing their simplest rights.
Dear Sirs,
I am the single son of my parents, so I feel a
great responsibility towards them who need
a constant care and attention. My father is a
blacksmith. He had a big workshop with at
least 10 workers in "Bustan Al-Basha" (an
area which is now under the control of
terrorist groups). Since August 2012, he was
forced to stay at home because the terrorist
Islamic militant groups reached to his
workshop's region. They stole and burnt all
the shops there. In addition, they kidnapped
and killed some of the Christian shop-owners
who tried to save some of their shops, goods
and equipment. He is now left at home with
no income.
My mother had a Diploma in Arabic
Literature from the University of Beirut in
Lebanon, and after long years of work as a
teacher in Haigazian Armenian Elementary
School and Karen Jeppe Armenian College,
she has retired. The lack of the most vital
living necessities such as food, medicine,
electricity, water and the feeling of unsafety,
made our living in Aleppo very difficult,
unhuman, and challenging. We are always
live in constant fear and worry from the
existence of ISIS and other Islamic Militant
terrorist groups in the suburbs of Aleppo,
because they can do anything to us. They
can prosecute us to death just because we
are Christians.
I do not know if Aleppo would be a habitable
city after all these. So, we hope that we can
leave all our bad memories and start all over
again after we resettle in Canada. With your
help and support, I hope that we can start
living peacefully as we used to live, provide a
better present and future to our children and
their childhood dreams, find our own ways in
reorganizing our lives and find proper jobs
within our working experience and
qualifications.
We would like to thank you all for your
support, time and patience.
Yours,
Chiraz SISRIAN
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Detailed chart of class achievements and winners
using the online program „Antolin“
until May 2016

