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Principal´s Message
Christine Spreter von Kreudenstein
VWGS`
excellence in
learning and
teaching German
withstood the
uncertainty surrounding the school
start in September 2014 due to the
strike and lockout at Carnarvon. I
would like to thank Kirsten
Friedrichs, our new staff member,
VWGS teachers, students, families,
and our temporary host, the VGC
language school, for their assistance
and support.
Furthermore, we continued to meet
the high standards of the German
government for accreditation and
funding purposes with a high
number of successfully passed
exams.

Yet another reason to look back
on this past school year with
pride.
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A number of our principal
supporters leave us at this juncture:
Wieland Petermann, ZfAFachberater für Deutsch in KanadaWest, Consul General Hermann Sitz
and Vice Consul Katharina Wilhelm
of the German Consulate in
Vancouver.
We would like to thank them for
their support.
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As a community, we continuously thrive to be a place …
… where we learn German
and have fun.
This past school year, teachers
have continued to implement
creative ideas to spark students´
interest in learning German through
themed lessons. Junior students
increased their literacy in the
context of the visual arts project
“Felix auf Deutschlandreise”, the
small theatre production
“Unterwegs in D-A-CH”, and several
“Lesewettbewerbe”.

… where we exchange ideas
to inspire.
For our first Summer Camp, offered
by VWGS member Markus Storhas
(Attila´s father, DaZ Junior 2), a 3rd
generation beekeeper, our students
age 6-12 are invited to be
“Imkerschüler”.

Senior students
learned about
the
“Mittelalter”
(medieval age)
including a visit
to a
glassblower
and to the
“Academie
Duello” (sword fighting) with
introductions and hands-on
activities in German.
Annett Mehlhorn from
Co-Op Radio Vancouver
and VWGS students
produced their own
radio show that went
live on June 4th (100.5
FM).

One positive outcome
I have observed
is the
increasingly
narrow gap
between second
and foreign
language
acquisition
according to our
mission that all
students have the same goal
(language proficiency), but
must be
taught
according to
their different
language
background.

Another VWGS
member, Uwe Boll
(Karl´s father, DaF
Junior), invited fellow
VWGS members to a
fundraising event at
his newly opened
restaurant “Bauhaus”,
serving German, Austrian, and Swiss
haute cuisine.

The Georgia Straight raves: “Here´s
betting Bauhaus ends
up being
named Best
New Restaurant
of 2015 on all the
lists that proclaim
such things” (June
4-11, 2015).

VWGS newsletter con´t

… where we connect with
each other and the larger
German community in
Vancouver.
All our VWGS students enjoyed their
annual winter
performance at the
Vancouver
Christmas Market.
The focus of the past
school year´s
collaboration with
the German Canadian
Benevolent Society was
on “Balladen, Schätze
unserer deutschen Literatur”.

… where we are heard with
our concerns.
We were able to further build on
our communication in the past
school year: Compared to 55
participants in an online survey in

I am looking forward to the
continuation of excellence in
learning and teaching German in
two new host schools (elementary
and secondary) starting in
September 2015 that will inspire us
to grow further and to meet the
needs of our students in a more
age-appropriate manner.

Furthermore, junior students
listened to local author Kiki Kreuder
who read from her first
children´s book “Lina und
der Schmetterling”, and
senior students visited the

exhibition
“Deutschland im
Koffer”, generously sponsored by
the Goethe Institut Toronto.

2013, we successfully reached out
to 127 VWGS families, past and
present teaching staff, 68 senior
students and 91 junior students this
time around. In Spring 2015, all
VWGS stakeholders were invited to
give their opinions on their

On this occasion we would like to
thank Carnarvon Elementary for
their cooperation since 1992. Let´s
aspire in the spirit of “Nur wer sich
verändert bleibt sich treu”.
Christine Spreter
Principal
Vancouver Westside German School

Finally, we congratulate Ms.
Beatrice Schreiber, President of the
German Canadian
Business

Association
and a key
figure in the
larger
German
community,
for the
reception of
the German Order of Merit
(Bundesverdienstkreuz am Bande)
by the Consul General Sitz.

experiences with the VWGS as part
of a longterm strategic plan under
the leadership of Board Director
Meike Wernicke.
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President’s Message
Hart Mauritz
Watching the performances at the
Year End Party made me realize
how much is going on behind the
scenes, largely invisible to parents. I
was amazed by the creativity and
language ability of students in both
DaZ (German as a second language)
and DaF (German as a foreign
language)
streams. The
kids had visibly
a lot of fun
presenting to
the School
Community
what they
had worked
on all year,
from a
virtual tour
through DA-CH to
Karneval in
Köln to a
German radio broadcast. It made
me reflect on how lucky we are that
we have been able to maintain and
actually grow this very special
German language enclave at the far
Western end of Canada, nine time
zones away from Berlin, Bern and
Vienna. In addition, VWGS has
gained accolades for being an
academically high-performing
school, which was evident when all
six DSD2 students received their
certificates on stage. I know how
hard they have had to work over the

past eight to nine years to reach this
outstanding level
of proficiency in
German – my
daughter Sophia
was one of the
graduates of the
VWGS program,
and I had
the privilege
to see her
and her
classmates grow to the
challenge and also become
good friends on this journey.
I have been on the Board of
Directors for so many years that I
don’t even recall when I
started getting actively
involved in our School.
What I do know is that it
takes many hands, minds
and souls to work together
to create this unique
German language and cultural
environment. Therefore my sincere
thanks to all the families for
choosing VWGS year after year as a
place where they want their
children to be; to all the teachers
for their dedication and enthusiasm
as German language educators; and
to all parent volunteers, especially
Jutta Zeisler for quietly leading our
library, Christiane Hoppmann for
supporting important fundraising
initiatives, and Oliver Hartleben for

contributing countless hours to our
new strategic
planning
initiative.
Special
thanks to all
of my fellow
volunteer
Board
Members,
who have
worked so
intensively throughout this year on
advancing the VWGS Society to an
unprecedented level of
organizational governance,
operational effectiveness, planning
and performance. Thanks
to Kirsten Friedrichs,
our friendly
Administrator, for
making our
organizational and
administrative tasks
look easy. And finally,
thank you to Christine Spreter, our
wonderful and always energetic
Principal, for another stellar year of
her academic leadership.
I hope to see you all back in the Fall
of 2015. Enjoy the summer!
Hart Mauritz, President,
Vancouver Westside German School

VWGS newsletter con´t

Impressions collected from the VWGS staff 2014/2015
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Photo Gallery: School Year 2014-15 at a Glance
Parent Workshop Helping You Raise Multilingual Children
(by Dr. Anne Rimrott)
Parent feedback: "Anne offered
high-quality professional advice and
hands-on suggestions and solutions
to the many questions that we
parents had. Many parents expected
to just get a few tips on how to raise
their children in a multilingual
environment, but ended up learning
a great deal on the importance and
„Deutschland im Koffer“

Fasching

strategies of maintaining pluralism
of languages in the family."

Laternenfest

Open House Performance

Danke für Ihre Aufmerksamkeit!

Winter Performance

“Lesewettbewerbe”

