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Principal’s Message

Christine Spreter

I am very excited to be back at the
Vancouver Westside German School
where I taught in 2006/07 and 2008/09
in addition to my commitment as
a lecturer of German at UBC. The
VWGS is funded by the Zentrale
für Auslandschulwesen (ZfA) and is
regarded as one of the most successful
German Language Schools for K-12
education in West Canada according to
its high enrollment and high numbers of
successful exam candidates. We have
currently 173 students in 15 classes,
K-6/7 on Tuesday and grade 8/9 + two
exam classes on Wednesday.
I am very grateful of the warm welcome
and support I received from the board,
parents, teachers and volunteers
[OYV\NOV\[T`ÄYZ[TVU[OZ*\YYLU[S`
X\HSPÄLKJSHZZYVVT[LHJOLYZ
student volunteers and 2 classroom
assistants team up at the VWGS.
During school times, I am supported by
volunteer parents under the supervision
of Jutta
Zeisler
(library), and
Johanne
Lemaire
(hallway
supervision).
Other parents
contribute
on a project
basis, e.g.
the team
Martina Mitterer and Tina Saenger
(special events), Elke Porter (music),
and Annette Arndt (newsletter). I am
excited about the diversity of ideas
based on various skills and talents
that both, teachers and parents, have
been willing to share in order to enrich
their children´s German education at
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the VWGS. I encourage you all to think
about how to bring your skills and
talents to this school. Together, let´s
make this the fun place for learning
German as we envision it.
It is a challenge to
provide a fun learning
environment for German
WYVÄJPLUJ`[VIL
achieved in only 64,5
hours of German lessons
at the VWGS per school
year. The continuous
review of our school
curricula according to
the changes in modern
language acquisition
(e.g. a student-centered,
activity-based curriculum)
^P[OX\HSPÄLK[LHJOLYZ
appropriately compensated
for our expectation to offer
high-quality lessons, is a key
priority for the school years
to come.
There is no denying the
fact that
our rich
culture of German
traditions is an
important aspect
of the students´
motivation to
study German in
Vancouver and of our
children´s identity-
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building as a German growing up in
Canada or as a Canadian with German
background. In this regard, the Fall and
Winter of 2012
went by in the
blink of an eye.
In September,
we started with
an open house
“Welcome
Back to School
Day” as an
occasion to
meet and greet
your teacher,
followed by a series of holidays (e.g.
[OLJLSLIYH[PVUVM[OL9L\UPÄJH[PVUVM
East and West Germany) and events:
First, the traditional Lantern Festival
^P[OHMVJ\ZVUSHUN\HNLWYVÄJPLUJ`
through interactive story time, then the
visit of the Vancouver Christmas Market
where students´ performance was
rewarded by free entry, carousel rides,
and a generous donation to the VWGS:
“Eure Performance/Flash
Mob war echt toll und
ich habe gerne Abstriche
bei unserem anderen
Entertainment gemacht
um deine Schule zu
unterstützen”
(Denise Wegener).

VWGS newsletter con’t
The Nikolaus brought
traditional goodies
and was delighted
by the children´’s
performance of songs,
and students` recital of
poems, and before the
winter break, children,
parents and teacher
of each grade shared
the spirit of the season
at their Christmas
inspired classroom
party.

their children´s multilingual education. The rental of
the activity room gave students and teachers more
space for language-based activities and offered a more
intimate environment for cultural events such as the
Lantern Festival.

In the second half of this school year, the Year End
Party will be our main school event where the whole
school community celebrates together.

Education has no beginning and no end, it´s always a
work in progress and
step-by-step, I hope to
inspire you to further
grow together as a
school community. We
all must discover the
fun part of coming to
German school.

As a community, we further need to inspire each
other with trust to be able to share our ideas, and to
give feedback. For that reason, I regularly meet with
teachers, and we are now sharing and updating lesson
plans and teaching material among others at an online
platform. Timely school memo for parents frequently
sent by e-mail are meant to foster communication and
transparency.

Initial steps to become a place where learning German
always is both fun and education include classroom
projects/presentations, e.g. the online discussion
about whether animals should be kept at a zoo for
which students received a small price. Field trips took
place with a focus on outreach, e.g. to the extensive
German section of the Vancouver Public Library and
to UBC. Parents were invited to stay at school for a
workshop with Dr. Anne Rimrott on how to support

President’s Message - Hart Mauritz
Parent of Sophia G8/9, Mark G6/7

The Vancouver Westside German
School continues to be a leader in
K-12 German language education
in British Columbia. The source of
our ongoing success is the quality
of education. This school year you
may have already noticed further
enhancements to the program and
administration.
Under the leadership of our new
Principal, Christine Spreter von
Kreudenstein, we have seen
JHYLM\SS`JOVZLUTVKPÄJH[PVUZ[V
in-class instruction and other school
activities. A key priority of the current
school year is to fully develop the
new curriculum, work that started
already a year ago, and that will
require a team of teachers to invest

more time
over the
coming two
years. This
investment
focuses on adapting content and
approach of teaching German
to the diverse group of students
with widely ranging pre-existing
knowledge of German.
You may have also noticed more
frequent and timely email
communication about everything
regarding the school and the school
community. We continue to further
exploring opportunities to keep
you informed and engaged. In this
regard, we will use increasingly our
newly revamped Internet presence.

Please let us know what you think of
the changes and what other ideas
and suggestions you may have.
Finally, I would like to quickly touch
on the Board’s priorities for the
current year. The update of a schoolwide performance measurement
and compensation framework has
kicked off. The Board also intends
to review and update the by-laws
of the School Society, to ensure
that this “constitution” still meets
our needs. Please email the Board,
speak with any Board member,
or contact the Principal, if you
can volunteer for a few hours and
contribute your expertise to either of
these important Board initiatives.

VWGS newsletter con’t
Kiersten Wong - Student G8/9

7L[YHALU9\MÄULU - Parent/ Board Member

Classroom Volunteer on Tuesdays

Parent of Nolani (G 6/7) and Sydney (G2)

A few weeks ago Frau
Oh’s class went on a
ÄLSK[YPW[V<)*6U
a wet, cold Wednesday we all
headed out to UBC on the BC
transit bus. After arriving, we
quickly walked to Buchanan
Tower where they were having the
Christmas party for the students
of the German Language Program
at UBC. We were greeted very
warmly and we had a lot of fun.
Frau Oh and Christopher played
instruments while we sang for the
students and teachers.
Frau Oh got them to sing along
which was wonderful, because the
^OVSLYVVT^HZÄSSLK^P[OTLYY`
cheer! After singing we got to
eat traditional German Christmas
cookies before heading up to
[OLUL_[ÅVVY[VTLL[NYHK\H[L
students of the Department of
Central Eastern and Northern

European Studies and their
advisor, professor Dr. Markus
Hallensleben, also a parent at our
school (Gina, G2).
Talking with Dr. Hallensleben and
the students was probably the
best part of the trip. Some of the
students had actually transferred
from Germany to come learn in
Canada. We learned a great deal
about the differences between
Canadian and German educational
institutions and the different
requirements.
;OPZÄLSK[YPW^HZ]LY`PUZWPYPUNHUK
opened our eyes to a whole new
world of German language.

The Lantern Festival – Sharing Our Heritage
Andrea Mechler Teacher
Parent of Sonia Junior G

;OLOPNOSPNO[VM[OLÄYZ[[LYTPU
G2 this year was certainly the
Lantern Festival. For many weeks,
the students worked with Ms. Oh
on the musical enrichment of the
event. The lyrics and music they
created expanded on the German
version of Julia Donaldson’s “The
Smartest Giant in Town”, a book
about sharing and the joy it brings
to others.
The story, complete with lyrics and
T\ZPJ^HZWYLZLU[LK[^PJL!ÄYZ[
at VWGS and a second time at the
Lantern Festival organized by the
Monday Playgroup at St. Mark’s
Church.
I was thrilled to see the mutual
ILULÄ[ZVM[OPZUL^JVSSHIVYH[PVU
which was made possible
through the support of our
School Principal. Not only did it

offer students at VWGS a new
appreciative audience - the
students also realised how they
could give back to the German
community. The toddlers and
preschoolers on their part were
mesmerized by the presentation.
It was a great
opportunity to
showcase our work
at VWGS, and
many of the parents
present inquired
about our School.
Both G2 and the
Monday Playgroup
used the same
basic model for
the lanterns but
designed their own
card stock using
tempera paints.

On Tuesday October 23rd, our
school had the pleasure of hosting
a workshop by Anne Rimrott on the
topic of raising children in a bilingual
family. Anne is a Vancouver based
linguist and language consultant
with a German background. As the
mother of two trilingual children she
has had many opportunities for the
practical application of her theories
and methods to real-life situations.
The workshop was very well
attended, which clearly shows that
raising children in a bilingual family is
a concern of many of the parents at
VWGS.
The topic was well presented,
offered high-quality professional
advice and hands-on suggestions
and solutions to the many questions
that we parents had. Anne explained
why teaching German to our
children in Vancouver demands a
lot of persistence and presented
strategies that would lead to
successful results over time.
Many parents expected to just get
a few tips on how to raise their
children in a bilingual environment,
but ended up learning a great deal
on the importance and strategies of
maintaining bilingualism in the family.

VWGS newsletter con’t

Dominique Tin - Assistant Teacher
In the fall, the students in Klasse
G3 participated in a “mini-Waldsee
day” during class. As a former
VWGS student and current Assistant
Teacher, I had the opportunity
to attend the Waldsee German
Immersion Summer camp as a
villager, and returned this past
summer to work as a counsellor. I
explained to the class about what
the camp was like: It is not just a
summer camp where you sleep
V]LYWSH`NHTLZOH]LJHTWÄYLZ
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and perform theater productionsit is all that and more. The entire
camp is run in German with the
emphasis on immersion learning. All
the leaders will speak only German
to the ‘villagers’ while encouraging
them to learn as well. The immersion
program incorporated many
German cultural learning aspects
into the daily schedule. The food
and activities all had something
to do with Germany, Austria or
Switzerland. The G3 class also
learned about some of the activities

that happen at Waldsee such as
painting Namenschilder (name
tags made of wood), playing word
games, learning “jump styling”
dances and singing a few silly
camp songs (auf Deutsch of
course!). A highlight was eating
Gummibaerchen (gummi bears)
since gummibears are also part of
German culture. Information about
the camp please visit http://www.
concordialanguagevillages.org/
newsite/Languages/german1.php

