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The school year is in full swing.
Children, parents and teachers have
settled in the routine that develops in
the Fall. However, this year is by no
means “routine”.
The Vancouver Westside German
School is more popular than ever
before. We see record
attendance in 2011-12
with over 160 students at
all levels. More students
means more teachers,
more classrooms, more
books in the library,
more support required to
administer the School,
and more volunteer effort
to plan for and manage cultural events.
This is a good time to recognize that
this incredible success would not have
been possible without the contributions
from Isolde Winter, a co-founder of the
School and a long-term Coordinator, as
well as from our teachers and from you
as parent volunteers.
Furthermore, the Board of Directors
has changed significantly. We have
seen some long-time Board members
leave for various reasons. I would
like to extend my appreciation to

*

Monika Kriedemann, whose son has
now completed the German School
program. Monika had been the
President of the school for many years,
and her energy and positive attitude will
be missed. I would also like to thank
Renate Spreitz and Carolyn Klueppel
for many years as outstanding
volunteers, and Ulrike Webster
for continuing her great work as
the library coordinator even after
having left the Board. Thank you
to the parents who have stepped
up to bring their fresh ideas and
diverse talents to the Board of
Directors.
Finally, there will be a big birthday to
celebrate: The Vancouver Westside
German School will be 20 years old in
2012. We plan on having a big party
bash in May, coinciding with the yearend party. Planning for this key School
event will kick off in the new year.
Please speak to any of the Board
Members or send an email to the
School if you would like to share your
exciting ideas or would like
to be part of the planning team. Beyond
the party, the Board has decided in
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one of its first meetings to put a priority
on cementing the foundations that will
ensure continued success of the School
over the next 20 years and beyond.
Happy Holidays to all of you. I hope
you enjoyed the opportunity to join
your children and other families at the
children’s concert at the Vancouver
Christmas Market.

